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Equitable Services Set-Aside

IF there are private schools in an LEA’s
jurisdiction; and

THEN the LEA must set-aside a portion of their
IDEA grants to pay for special education
services to eligible students placed in private

schools (located in the public school districts)
by their parents
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under IDEA 2004, school districts are responsible for setting aside a portion of their Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Part B allocation to provide special education instruction and related services to students with disabilities who are placed in private schools by their parents. These students are referred to as “parentally placed private school children” and the special education services are referred to as “equitable services.” 

The private school institution must meet the definition of a private school in Wisconsin Statutes section 118.165. 

This requirement applies only to students who are placed in private schools by their parents. This set-aside funding is not for students who are placed in private schools by the school district or other public agency. 

If there are no private schools in the district, then this requirement does not apply.

Wisconsin Statutes section 118.165:  http://www.lawserver.com/law/state/wisconsin/wi-laws/wisconsin_laws_118-165  




A portion must be set aside and expended from both:

FLOW-THROUGH

and
PRESCHOOL



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In section 300.133 part (b) and (c) of the IDEA regulations, districts are responsible for calculating and expending a proportionate share of both their flow-through and preschool allocations on parentally-placed private school children who are eligible for special education services.  



Equitable Services Set-Aside

Explicit in the regs
No wiggle room, no exceptions

Must use federal funds to provide special
education services to parentally placed
private school children BEFORE local
funds may be used

SUPPLANTING!
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Presentation Notes
The calculation that must be used to determine a district’s equitable services set-aside is spelled out in the regulations – there is no wiggle room for how the calculation must be done. The regulations go on to direct that IDEA funds must be used before local funds are used for equitable services. If the district is providing special education services to parentally placed private school children, but paying for those special education services with local funds, then the district is in violation of the equitable services requirement. 


DIRECTIVES

The total amount that has to be set-aside
MUST be spent on equitable services

The funds must always remain in the
control of the LEA

Non-compliance must be corrected

Failure to comply may lead to a repayment
of funds
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Presentation Notes
The total amount of funds that have to be set-aside based on the calculations MUST be spent on equitable services. The funds must always remain in the control of the district – a check for the amount of the set-aside cannot be given to the private school to handle special education services. If the district uses any IDEA funds to purchase equipment or materials for a student attending a private school, the district owns these items and must get them back when the student is no longer using them. 

Any non-compliance related to the provision of equitable services must be corrected and in some cases may lead to a repayment of funds.



Flow-through

LEA’s Total Number of Average
Flow-through s Eligible == gllocation per
Allocation ¢ Children ages eligible child
in FY 11 3to21in FY 10

* »®

Total number of students eligible

for special education attending school children w/ disabilities
BOTH public and private 3to 21 in private schools

schools in the private year. DPI located in the LEA in FY 10
does not collect this number.

# of parentally placed private

Flow-through amount to be expended for parentally
placed private school children with disabilities in FY11

08-23-2010



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The calculation for equitable services is completed by the district. It is done for both the flow-through and preschool grant amounts. This slide provides a graphic of the calculation for the equitable services set-aside for flow-through to determine an average allocation per eligible child. 

For fiscal year 2010-11, the “LEA’s Flow-through Allocation” is the amount awarded to the district for the fiscal year. Do not include any carryover from the previous year in this number. In this example, the allocation for this district is CLICK  $800,000.

This amount is divided by the total number of children ages 3 to 21 who were eligible for special education attending BOTH public and private schools CLICK in the district’s jurisdiction during the previous fiscal year, which was CLICK 125.

This calculation provides the average allocation per eligible child, which is CLICK $6,400.

The average allocation is multiplied by the number of parentally placed private school children with disabilities ages 3 to 21 in private schools located in the district CLICK, which in this example is 8, to determine the flow-through amount that must be set-aside and expended CLICK which is $51,200.�


Flow-through Example

$400,000 200 $2,000 $16,000
— = X —

HEAE All Eligible Average # of eligible  Flow-through

FY 11 Children Allocation PPPC ages amount to be

Flow- ages 3to 21 per Child 3-21 set-aside and

through in FY10 in FY10 expended on
Allocation PPPC in

FY11

192 eligible public /8 eligible private
school children school children
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Presentation Notes
This is a linear example of the equitable set-aside calculation for the IDEA flow-through portion. 

The district’s flow-through allocation is $400,000. There are 200 children eligible for special education in the district’s jurisdiction – CLICK this includes 192 children attending public school and CLICK 8 children attending private school. 

This division determines the average allocation per child, which is then multiplied against the number of eligible private school children, which has been identified as 8. The district must set-aside and expend $16,000 of its flow-through allocation on special education and related services for parentally-placed private school children. 


Preschool

LEA’s Total Number of Average
Preschool Eligible === allocation per
Allocation ¢ Children ages eligible child

In FY11 3to5in FY10

2

# of parentally placed private
school children w/ disabilities
3to 5in private schools
located in the LEA in FY10

Preschool amount to be expended for parentally placed
private school children with disabilities in FY11
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Presentation Notes
This is a graphic of the equitable services set-aside calculation that is drawn against the IDEA preschool allocation. The difference between the preschool equitable services set-aside calculation and the one completed for flow-through is that only eligible children ages 3 to 5 are counted. 
�


THE ELEMENTS OF
THE CALCULATION



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Having walked through the calculations, I now want to provide additional information on each of the components of the equitable services set-aside calculation. 


ALLOCATIONS

LEA’s 611 Flow-through

LEA’S

Flow-through Allocation

Allocation

LEA’s Total Preschool
Allocation

LEA’s
Preschool

Allocation In FY 2009-2010, the
allocation is total ARRA and
regular IDEA funds
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Presentation Notes
The calculation for equitable services is completed by the district. It is done for both the flow-through and preschool portions of IDEA. When determining the amount that must be set-aside and expended on parentally placed private school children, the district must use the total flow-through or preschool allocation in the equitable services calculation. If the district chooses or is required to set-aside funds for coordinated early intervening services, the district may not deduct the CEIS amount from the allocation total prior to running the equitable services calculation.  

In fiscal year 2009-10, districts received additional IDEA funds through the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act.  These funds were in addition to the IDEA entitlement funds normally awarded to districts for fiscal year 2009-10. When determining the amount that must be set-aside and expended on parentally placed private school children in fiscal year 2009-10, districts were to base the calculation on the combined amounts of both IDEA ARRA funds and the regular IDEA entitlement. This set-aside is to be obligated by June 30, 2011. 



Eligible Child Count

The calculation is based on the
Total Number total number of children ELIGIBLE
o =liglble even if they are not receiving

Children ages : : :
310 21 special education services

Eligible is NOT the same as child
count

08-23-2010 11


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The eligible child count is the total number of children attending both public and private schools located in the district who were ELIGIBLE for special education (even if they do not receive any services) in the preceding school year. Sometimes districts forget to include the private school students in this count and just include the public school student numbers.   

The number of eligible students is not collected by DPI – DPI collects child count numbers, which is the number of children receiving special education services, which may be less then the eligible count. 



Eligible Child Count

All children are counted
public and private school attendance

Two counts must be taken:
3to21
3tob

The children ages 3 to 5 are counted twice,
once for flow-through and once for
preschool
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You may notice that children ages 3 to 5 are counted twice, once for the flow-through set-aside and again for preschool set-aside. This is because flow-through funding is for children ages 3 to 21 and preschool funding is for children ages 3 to 5. Part of the calculation to determine a district’s flow-through and preschool award takes into account total student enrollment, and in those calculations 3 to 5 year old children are also counted twice. So the double counting of this age group is consistent across the different required calculations.  



Eligible Child Count

The “eligible” student count must take place
the previous fiscal year.

Count must take place between October 1
and December 1
DPI recommends using an October 1 count
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Presentation Notes
The “eligible” student count must have taken place during the previous fiscal year. The district never uses “current year” student numbers to determine the current year’s set-aside. The regulations state that the count should take place between October 1 and December 1. DPI recommends that districts use an October 1 count date to align with other DPI collection timelines. 


Who gets counted where?

Student A resides in the Sparta School District.

Student A attends a private school located Iin the
Tomah School District.

It is the responsibility of the Tomah School
District to count Student A in their equitable
services calculation
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The responsibility for implementing the requirements for parentally placed private school students with disabilities falls upon the district where the student’s private school is located.

CLICK In this example, the student’s residence is in the Sparta School District. However, the student attends Tomah Baptist Academy, which is located in the Tomah School District. Because the Sparta student is attending a private school in the Tomah School District, Tomah is responsible for providing special education services to this student and counting this student in its calculation of the amount that must be set-aside for equitable services. 


Who counts the student?

Student B resides in the Milton School District.

Student B attends Oakhill Christian School,
located In the Janesville School District.

It is the responsibility of the Janesville School
District to count Student B in their equitable
services calculation
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Presentation Notes
In this second example, student B lives in the Milton School District but attends the Oakhill Christian School in Janesville. CLICK Janesville School District would count this student in its equitable services calculation.

Remember that, in both of these examples, a student count impacts the next year’s set-aside calculation. So in this example, if Student B is counted this October 1, his “number” is not counted as part of the calculation until the district is figuring out their 2011-2012 equitable services set-aside. If this student was counted on October 1, 2009, then his number would be counted in the 2010-2011 set-aside calculation.


Average Allocation per Child

Dividing the number of

. eligible children by the

verage ] :

allocation per funding source (either flow-

’ through or preschool)
provides the LEA with the
average per eligible pupil
amount.
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Presentation Notes
The average allocation per child is determined by dividing the number of eligible children by the applicable allocation – either flow-through or preschoool. 


Eligible Parentally Placed
Private School Children

# of parentally
placed private
school children

w/ disabilities 3

to 21 in private

schools located
in the LEA

Included Iin the total eligible count,
but separated out to determine the
actual set-aside amount

Two counts:
Ages 310 21
Ages 3t0 5

WI statute does not include an
elementary grade for three-year-

olds

08-23-2010
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Presentation Notes
To get to the set-aside amount, the per pupil allocation amount is multiplied by the number of parentally placed private school children attending the private school – again, this is done by age groups. 

I want to spend a few minutes talking about 3-year-olds that are eligible for special education services. Wisconsin Statute section 115.01(2) defines the elementary grades to include four- and five-year-old kindergarten, but no grade specific for 3-year-olds. Therefore, the IDEA requirements for parentally placed private school students with disabilities apply to students enrolled in 4K or 5K programs in private schools. The requirement would not apply to 3-year-olds enrolled in private school programs unless they are enrollmed in the 4K or 5K program.  If they are not enrolled in a private school 4K program, then these 3-year-olds continue to have an individual entitlement to free appropriate public education (FAPE) from their school district of residence. 

When figuring out the number of parentally placed private school children with disabilities ages 3 to 21 in private schools located in the district, only count 3-year-olds attending private school if they are enrolled in a 4K or 5K program. Otherwise, only count 4- and 5-year olds enrolled in the private school. 


Set-Aside

Flow-through
amount to be
expended for
parentally placed
private school
children with
disabilities

The average per eligible pupill
amount is then multiplied by
the number of eligible
students attending the
parentally placed private
schools in the LEA'’s
jurisdiction to determine the
required set-aside amount.

08-23-2010
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Presentation Notes
Which gets you to the set-aside: The grant allocation divided by the count of the previous year’s eligible children in the entire district, and that amount is then multiplied by the number of eligible children parentally placed in the private school the previous year. 


Use this tool!!!!

Equitable Services Calculators

If the right student numbers are entered, the
amounts to set-aside are correct
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Presentation Notes
There are equitable services set-aside calculators available for each fiscal year that is still open. These calculators can either help a district figure out the amount that must be set-aside or verify that a calculation done by the district is correct. 

Calculator Example

http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sped/lpp-budgets.html#setaside

hgl=
EXPENDITURES



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that we have reviewed the calculations, how the funding is spent is just as important. Only certain expenditures can be counted towards meeting the set-aside amount. 


Counted towards meeting the
requirement:

Special education and related services,
Including transportation to these services

Instructional materials

Assistive technology equipment (must be
returned to the LEA when child no longer needs

the equipment)
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Presentation Notes
Expenditures for special education and related services provided directly to the student, including transportation, may be considered when determining whether the school district has expended the amount that must be set-aside as determined by the equitable services calculation. 

Transportation to the private school is not considered a special education cost and cannot be charged to IDEA. However, if there are transportation costs involved with providing the services, such as picking the child up and taking him to another location for speech therapy, those costs are allowed. 


Counted towards meeting the
requirement:

Training to private school personnel on special
education topics

Establish a resource / assistive technology library
accessible to private schools
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Presentation Notes
Other activities, beyond direct services, may also be considered and determined through consultation with the private schools. These activities include:

Training private school personnel on special education related topics
Establishing a resource / assistive technology library (managed by the district but accessible to the private schools)



Cannot count towards meeting the
requirement:

Child find activities
Evaluations
Administrative costs (clerical, director)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The following costs cannot be used when determining whether or not the requirements of equitable services set-aside has been met:

Child find activities, evaluations or re-evaluations; or any administrative costs, such as clerical support or special education director salaries.

This does not mean that the distrisct cannot use IDEA funds for these costs, it is just that these expenditures cannot be used to go towards meeting the district’s equitable services set-aside amount requirement.





Costs NOT Allowed Under IDEA

Remodeling or repairs of private school
facilities



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please note that IDEA funds may never be used for repairs, minor remodeling, or construction of private school facilities. The Education Department’s General Education Regulation’s are clear that federal funds cannot be used to benefit or improve private schools. 



No benefit to the private school

~unds may not be turned over to the
orivate school to use at its discretion

_EA must always be in control of the funds

Private school staff may be paid with
federal funds only If the services provided
are outside of her regular hours of duty and
under public supervision
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Presentation Notes
IDEA funds for equitable services may not be paid directly to a private school. The school district must always control and administer the funds. 

A school district may use IDEA funds to pay for the services of an employee of a private school to provide equitable services if the employee performs the services outside of his or her regular hours of duty. The private school employee must perform the services under public supervision and control. If the district is paying for private school staff to provide equitable services, the private school staff do not have to meet the highly qualified teacher requirements.



Equipment

Any equipment or supplies purchased for
the student attending the private school is
OWNED by the LEA.

Know what has been purchased with IDEA funds
Know where it is located
Know how it Is being used

Get it back when no longer needed by the
student at the private school
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Presentation Notes
The school district must hold title to and administer materials, equipment, and property purchased with IDEA funds. The district may place equipment and supplies in a private school for the period of time needed for the student.

However, the district must ensure that the equipment and supplies placed in a private school are used only for special education and can be removed from the private school without remodeling the private school facility.

In addition, the district must remove equipment and supplies from a private school if the equipment and supplies are no longer needed for the student or removal is necessary to avoid unauthorized use of the equipment and supplies for other than special education purposes.


SET-ASIDE TIMELINE



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have covered how to do the calculation and what expenditures can be counted towards the set-aside amount. Now we will talk about the timeline for expending a fiscal year’s set-aside required amount. 


Timeline

Two years to spend a single year’s
required set-aside amount

Amount set-aside In FY 2011 must be
obligated by June 30, 2012.

2010-2011 — YEAR 1

2011-2012 — YEAR 2
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Presentation Notes
A district has two years to spend a single year’s required set-aside amount. 

If the district does not expend the funds set-aside in a fiscal year for equitable services to parentally placed private school children with disabilities, the district must obligate the remaining funds for equitable services during a carry over period of one additional year. [34 CFR 300.133(a)(3)] 

Some background on grants:  Grants are awarded for a 27-month period, also known as the ‘Tydings Period.’  Districts have 27 months to expend any funds awarded for a fiscal year. The equitable services requirement is that the set-aside required for a single year is expended within two years – or 24 months. This leaves a window of three months when the set-aside obligation period has ended but the grant’s funds availability has not. 

If the district does not expend the funds set-aside within the two year time frame, the district is permitted to claim unexpended equitable services set-aside funds on other costs allowed under IDEA during that three month window. 

Keep in mind though, that the district must document it met all equitable services requirements [300.130-300144]. The requirements include implementing a thorough child find process, establishing services plans for children receiving services, and providing IDEA-funded equitable services in accordance with service plans. 

(2010 OSEP Leadership Mega Conference, IDEA Fiscal Updates, Session SA4-101, www.dpi.wi.gov/sped/ppt/osep-2010-pppc.ppt) 





2008-09

Amount not
obllgated
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Presentation Notes
Equitable services funds should be expended in a “first in, first out” manner. Unexpended set-aside funds from the previous fiscal year should be expended prior to expending any current fiscal year set-aside funds. I am going to demonstrate how this would look. 

The rule to remember is ‘first set-aside, first spent.’ A district should track the equitable services set-aside for a single year, making sure that qualifying costs are applied against that set-aside until the set-aside is spent to zero before spending any new year’s set-aside. 

Let’s start with fiscal year 2009. 

CLICK  The district does not have any unspent set-aside funding from the prior year to carry over into the 2008-09 school year. 

CLICK  However, based on the 2008-09 equitable services calculation, the district must set-aside and expend $10,000 within 24 months. 

CLICK  Since there was no prior year carryover, the total amount set-aside for equitable services is $10,000. 

CLICK  During the 2008-09 school year, the district expends $9,000 on qualifying equitable services activities. 

CLICK  This means, though, that $1,000 of the required $10,000 set-aside has not been spent. Since there is a two-year period required for the $10,000 set-aside, CLICK there are zero dollars freed up because the unspent $1,000 must be carried over into fiscal year 2009-2010. 


2009-10

Amount not
obllgated
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Presentation Notes
Moving on to fiscal year 2010. 

CLICK  The district has to carry over $1,000 of unspent funds from the prior year into the 2009-10 school year. 

CLICK  Based on the 2009-10 equitable services calculation, which included ARRA funds, the district must set-aside and expend $20,000 within 24 months. 

CLICK  Including the prior year carryover, the total amount set-aside for equitable services is now $21,000. 

CLICK  During the 2009-10 school year, the district only expends $9,000 on qualifying equitable services activities. 

CLICK  Using the ‘first in, first out’ method, the first $1,000 of the $9,000 dollars in expenditurs uses the fiscal year 2009 carry over amount. The 2009 set-aside requirement is now satisfied and closed. The remaining $8,000 of expenditures will be paid with the 2010 set-aside amount. However, this means that $12,000 of the required $20,000 set-aside has not been spent. Since there is a two-year period required for the $10,000 set-aside, CLICK there are zero dollars freed up because the unspent $12,000 must be carried over into fiscal year 2010-2011. 


2010-11

Amount not
obligated
$3,000
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Presentation Notes
Moving on to fiscal year 2011. 

CLICK  The district has to carry over $12,000 of unspent funds from the prior year into the 2010-11 school year. 

CLICK  Based on the 2010-11 equitable services calculation, the district must set-aside and expend $10,000 within 24 months. 

CLICK  Including the prior year carryover, the total amount set-aside for equitable services is now $22,000. 

CLICK  During the 2010-11 school year, the district expends $9,000 on qualifying equitable services activities. 

CLICK  Using the ‘first in, first out’ method, the $9,000 dollars in expenditures uses the fiscal year 2010 carry over amount. However, the carryover amount exceeds the amount of expenditures, leaving $3,000 of fiscal year 2010 carryover funds unspent. This amount may be claimed by the district on other IDEA costs, not related to parentally placed private school children, between July 1 and September 30. If a district is in this situation, the district should be sure to submit a claim prior to September 30th for these costs. 

Since the 2011 expenditures only used carryover, this means that the entire $10,000 that was required to be set-aside in fiscal year 2011 carries over into 2011-2012. As we just talked about, CLICK $3,000 from the 2009-2010 school year was not spent on equitable services and the district can now claim that amount between July 1 and September 30, 2011, on any costs allowed under IDEA.  When it comes to unobligated funds, the district must document it met all equitable services requirements. Again, those requirements include implementing a thorough child find process, establishing services plans for children receiving services, and providing IDEA-funded equitable services in accordance with service plans. 



Amount not
obligated

$0

2011-12
d M

9
- -
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And moving into the future, fiscal year 2012. 

CLICK  The district has to carry over $10,000 of unspent funds from the prior year into the 2011-12 school year. 

CLICK  Based on the 2011-12 equitable services calculation, the district must set-aside and expend $12,000 within 24 months. 

CLICK  Including the prior year carryover, the total amount set-aside for equitable services is now $22,000. 

CLICK  During the 2011-12 school year, the district only expends $12,000 on qualifying equitable services activities. 

CLICK  Using the ‘first in, first out’ method, the first $10,000 of the $12,000 dollars in expenditures uses the fiscal year 2011 carry over amount. The 2011 set-aside requirement is now satisfied and closed. The remaining $2,000 of expenditures will be paid with the 2012 set-aside amount. However, this means that $10,000 of the required $12,000 set-aside has not been spent. Since there is a two-year period required for the $12,000 set-aside, CLICK there are zero dollars freed up because the unspent $10,000 must be carried over into fiscal year 2012-2013. 


FREQUENTLY ASKED

QUESTIONS



Presenter
Presentation Notes
I will close with some of the frequently asked questions we have received on this topic. 


Questions

Is the current year’s set-aside Is based on
the previous year’s student count?

YES

What if there were 10 students last year
and O students this year?

The proportionate share must be expended
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We’re often asked to verify if the current year’s set-aside is based on the previous year’s student count.  

CLICK  The answer is, “yes,” the set-aside is always determined based on a count taken during the previous year. 

CLICK  And the follow-up question is usually, What if there were 10 students last year and 0 students this year?

CLICK   The proportionate share must be expended within the two year period. Even if there are no students in the current fiscal year that the funds have to be expended, the funds must be set-aside. But remember – the next year’s set-aside is based on the past year’s student count. 

If the district had 10 students last year, and 0 students this year, that means that next year the district will not be required to set-aside any new funds. If the district has 10 students next year, the district could reserve this year’s funds and expend them next year because the district will not have to set aside any funds from next year’s allocation.  If the district ends up not having students for two years, the district may expend the set-aside amount in the last three months of the grant period on other allowable IDEA costs. This reflects what was discussed in the timeline section. 



Questions

What if there were O students last year and
10 students this year?

The LEA is not obligated to set-aside any
federal funds for the current fiscal year
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CLICK  CLICK And since this is topic that is confusing, we usually get one additional follow-up question verifying the district is not obligated to set-aside any federal funds for the current fiscal year even if there are children with disabilities enrolled in the private school if in the prior year there were no students. 



Questions

Where do we budget for equitable services
In the IDEA budget software?

No requirement to break out the costs
on the budget, but the LEA must be able
to identify expenditures locally
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CLICK  A common question we receive is where a district should reflect equitable service expenditures in the IDEA budgets. 

CLICK   There is no specific location/section in the IDEA budget to identify parentally placed private school student expenditures. Districts may track these costs by identifying them in the detailed description budget fields. At the local level, districts must be able to demonstrate the amount of IDEA funds expended on services for parentally placed private school students, because the equitable services set-aside will be one focus area of the LEA fiscal monitoring process. 



Questions

Are time and effort records required for
personnel providing equitable services?

Yes. For more information, please see
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CLICK  Are time and effort records required for personnel providing equitable services? 

CLICK   Yes. Because the provision of equitable services is considered a separate cost objective from the provision of special education and related services, personnel providing equitable services must complete appropriate time and effort reporting that documents the time spent providing equitable services. For information on time and effort reporting see “Time and Effort Reporting” at http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/lpp-budgets.html#time. 


http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/lpp-budgets.html#time

Questions

What If the private school refuses to
participate?

Documentation of refusal, still responsible
for full amount if there are more than one
private schools in the LEA’s jurisdiction
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CLICK   What if the private school refuses to participate?

CLICK  The district must have documentation available that the private school refused to participate. If there is only one private school in the district’s jurisdiction, and there is documentation of their refusal to participate, then the district does not have to expend IDEA funds on equitable services. Documentation could range from a sign-off from the private school to records that the district attempted to consult with the private school and they refused.

If there are four private schools in the district’s jurisdiction, and one private school refuses to participate, the district is still required to set-aside and expend the full equitable service amount required to be set-aside regardless that there are three private schools participating rather than four. 


Questions

What evidence Is needed to determine a
private school student who came from
another school district is a child with a
disability?

An |IEP team report documenting a
child’s disability in place as of October 1

08-23-2010 39


Presenter
Presentation Notes
CLICK  What evidence is needed to determine a private school student who came from another school district is a child with a disability?  

CLICK  The school district where the private school is located should have an IEP team report documenting a child is a child with a disability before including the child in the October 1 count of parentally placed private school students with disabilities.  So, if there is no IEP report as of October 1, then the child is not counted in the equitable services calculation. 



Questions

Should a school district go beyond
contacting private schools within the district
to locate parentally placed private school
students?

An LEA’s child find activities must
address both public and private school
students; consultation with private
schools on child find an obligation
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CLICK   Should a school district go beyond contacting private schools within the district to locate parentally placed private school students?
 
CLICK  The school district where the private school is located has a duty under its child find obligation to locate, identify, and evaluate all children with disabilities attending private elementary and secondary schools in the school district, including religious schools. In order to carry out this obligation, the school district must undertake activities similar to the activities for the school district’s public school students. The activities must be completed in a time period comparable to that for public school students.  Such activities may include preschool screening, referrals, establishing community referral networks, public notices, and other activities similar to those for public school students. 
 
 Schools districts have an obligation to consult with private school representatives about how the child find processes for private school students will operate throughout the year and how parents, teachers, and private school officials will be informed about the process. 



Questions

When a child enrolls in a private school in
a school district other than the child’s
school district of residence, should the
non-resident district contact the school

district of residence for information about
the child?

When in doubt, yes
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CLICK   When a child enrolls in a private school in a school district other than the child’s school district of residence, should the non-resident district contact the school district of residence for information about the child?
 
CLICK   If there is reason to believe a child has already been evaluated by the resident school district, the school district where the private school is located should transmit a request and a signed parental consent for release of special education records to the resident district. Alternatively, copies of the records may be obtained from the parents.  


Equitable Services Set-Aside
Technical Assistance

For more in-depth information on IDEA and
the parentally placed private school
children set-aside calculation please visit

Equitable Services Set-Aside Information
Bulletin
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This slide contains links to additional information on IDEA and parentally placed private school children set-aside information. 


http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/lpp-budgets.html#setaside
http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/lpp-budgets.html#setaside
http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/bul06-03.html
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