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Academic AND Functional Achievement

In the past, educators and parents of students with significant disabilities have focused on daily living and functional skills.  Over the years, we’ve learned that students benefit from inclusion with typically-developing peers.  Recently, parents and educators have come to understand that students with significant disabilities benefit from high-quality academic instruction as well as functional experiences. 

High Expectations for All

All students, including students with disabilities, deserve to be taught with high academic expectations.  The federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001 and the Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act (IDEA) of 2004 require access to the general curriculum for every child. Alternate academic standards have been established for students with significant disabilities. These Extended Grade Band Standards are linked to the Wisconsin Model Academic Standards (WMAS), which are used for all students.
What are Extended Grade Band Standards?

Extended Grade Band Standards are descriptions of what students are expected to know and to be able to do at the appropriate grade level.

Extended Grade Band Standards have been established in reading, mathematics and science.  These standards guide instruction and curriculum planning for students with significant disabilities. The Extended Grade Band Standards are used as the basis for the new Wisconsin Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities (WAA-SwD). The standards also include examples of instructional activities.  Parents can get these standards from their school district or from the DPI website at:

http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/sped/assmtextstd.html







  

WKCE – Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examinations  
WAA-SwD – Wisconsin Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities
Links to Classroom Instruction

In regular education, WMAS are the basis for curriculum which teachers use to guide instruction for all students.  Teachers of students with significant disabilities use the Extended Grade Band Standards to design curriculum and guide instruction to improve student academic performance. They use the Extended Grade Band Standards to:

· Design classroom instruction

· Set goals for the student

· Chart student progress

· Develop classroom assessments

Extended Grade Band Objectives Examples

These are examples of instructional activities for some of the extended grade band objectives in various content areas:

	Reading at the 3rd- 4th Grade Band:

	An extended grade band objective: 

	Sequence beginning and end from text.

	Paired with an instructional activity: 

	After listening to a story, tell what happened at the beginning and the end.

	

	Mathematics at the 5th-6th Grade Band:

	An extended grade band objective: 

	Connect calendars and clocks to everyday situations.

	Paired with an instructional activity: 

	When asked, “When do you eat lunch?”, student points to time on the clock..

	

	Science at the 8th Grade Band:

	An extended grade band objective:

	Identify simple cause and effect relationships.

	Paired with an instructional activity:

	Pour water and oil into a container to show how the two liquids do not mix.


Extended Grade Band Standards 

and the Individualized Education Program (IEP)
IEP teams need to consider the Extended Grade Band Standards when developing the student’s IEP.  The Wisconsin Extended Grade Band Standards connect instruction and assessment for students with significant disabilities. Information regarding their performance is included on the IEP under “Present Level of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance.”

For More information about Extended Grade Band Standards, contact:

Special Education Team

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

PO Box 7841

Madison, WI  53707-7841

608-266-1781

Email:
sandra.berndt@dpi.wi.gov" 


sandra.berndt@dpi.wi.gov
   

Web address:

www.dpi.wi.gov/sped/assmt-extended.html 
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Designing instruction for students with significant disabilities
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WKCE











What all students should know/be able to do.








Extended Grade Band Standards 


 (reading, math, and science)





Wisconsin Assessment


Frameworks


 (reading, math, and science)








What students with significant disabilities should know/be able to do. 
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