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Radisson Paper Valley Hotel
333 W. College Avenue
Appleton, WI

     November 13 & 14, 2009
   January 22 & 23, 2010
February 26 & 27, 2010

    March 26 & 27, 2010
    May 7 & 8, 2010
Funded by:

WI Deafblind Technical Assistance Project
WI Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired, and a
DPI IDEA Discretionary Grant, Wisconsin Statewide Parent-Educator Initiative (WSPEI)

IS PARENTS IN PARTNERSHIP FOR YOU?

Are you a parent, foster parent, grandparent or guardian of a child age 6 to 14 with a sensory disability that includes blind/visual impairment, deaf/hard of hearing , deaf-blind,or has a developmental delay, disability, or chronic illness?

Do you enjoy getting together with other families from around your area/region to share information, support, and resources?

Are you interested in meeting statewide leaders to ask your questions about issues that are important to you and your family?

Would you like to enhance your skills for working in partnership with service providers, public schools, and community agencies?

If you answered “yes” to more than one of these questions, then Parents in Partnership is for you!

“…other parents and presenters were invaluable in my becoming a successful parent and advocate.  I don’t know how to express my gratitude for what this program has given to me.” 

                 Former Parent in Partnership

What IS Parents IN PARTNERSHIP?

Parents in Partnership is a group of parents and other caregivers who meet together five times during the year to:  

· Share their  family stories, challenges, joys and triumphs of raising their children

· Learn about community and statewide

resources for children with special  needs

· Explore issues around: health, education, policy making, legislation, inclusion, family well-being, and reauthorization of IDEA

· Develop further communication, leadership, advocacy and collaboration skills

· To improve the quality and extent of partnerships between the many professionals they interact with on behalf of their children

· Work on their own family/community project

· Increase knowledge, skills and support to be open to dream and plan ahead for their child and family

· Become part of a network of parents of children with disabilities who are knowledgeable about education, health and social issues: are active in their communities; support each other; have fun.

WHAT DOES IT COST?

It’s FREE. There is NO cost to you only your commitment to attend all five sessions, your time and your energy to share, learn, and grow. 

One motel room, per family, is provided for the overnight stay. A Friday evening dinner, along with breakfast and lunch on Saturday, will also be provided for each participant free of charge.

All sessions will take place from 5:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Friday and 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Saturday.  People selected for PIP commit themselves to attend all five sessions.

“I know what to do, and I know how to do it”

These sessions will be facilitated by:  

Dr. Denise Clark – UW  Oshkosh Professor of Special Education and Ann Freid, a parent of a child with a disability.

What’s expected of me if I sign up?

As a PIP participant, you choose an aspect of your community where you would like to see change—a school, your place of worship, or an organization.  Activities may include involvement in your school district’s special education Parent Survey, providing information on family issues, talking to other families, or representing the family perspective at a meeting or on a committee, something you are interested in accomplishing.

OTHER AREA TRAININGS
Parents in Partnership is a statewide program.  Besides the program being offered in Onalaska there will also be two other similar programs running concurrently in other parts of the state during 2009-2010.  Listings and brochures for these trainings can be viewed by going to the DPI website:

 http:www.dpi.wi.gov/sped/parent.html
HOW DO I REGISTER?

Contact:  Phyllis Voelker by 

October 30th, 2009!

Phone:
1-877-844-4925
Email phyllis@banbury.com  
or complete the following registration and mail to:
Parents in Partnership,WSPEI

800 Wisconsin Street, Unit 65

Eau Claire, WI  54703

Couples are encouraged to participate together.  Individual parents are encouraged to bring a friend, relative or support person who shares responsibility in the care of your child.

SPACE IS LIMITED: Registrations are limited to 25 participants and on a first come first serve basis.
QUESTIONS:  

If you have any questions or see potential barriers to your participation, contact us to discuss ways we can help make this program possible for you.  We are committed to providing a program that includes a diverse group of families and experiences.  

Marilyn Connolly 
WCBVI 866-284-1107, ext. 4928 
Laurie Nelson 
WESPDHH 888-656-8556
Martha DeYoung 
WSPEI 800-862-3725, ext. 255
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         REGISTRATION FORM

            Please print clearly

_____________________________
Name

_____________________________
Address

_____________________________
City                                  State               Zip

_____________________________
Phone (include area code)

_____________________________
Email

_____________________________
County of residence
_____________________________
Child(ren)’s name

_____________________________
Child(ren)’s birth date 
WSPEI


800 Wisconsin St.


Bldg D-2, Mailbox 65


Eau Claire, WI  54703

















