CURRENT AND NEW WISCONSIN ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

FOR COGNITIVE DISABILITIES

Old rules

PI 11.35 (2)(a) and (ad)
New rules PI 11.36 (1)  (Effective July 1, 2001)

[Adapted from 1992 American Association of Mental Retardation (AAMR)]
Comments

COGNITIVE DISABILITIES

Cognitive disability refers to significantly subaverage general intellectual functioning existing concurrently with deficiencies in adaptive behavior manifested during the developmental period.  (AAMR definition - Grosman 1973).  Standard deviation (SD) is used to signify variability from the mean.  The mean is the average of the scores in a set; the standard deviation is an average of how distant the individual scores in a distribution are removed from the mean.
COGNITIVE DISABILITIES means significantly subaverage intellectual functioning that exists concurrently with deficits in adaptive behavior and that adversely affects educational performance.

The IEP team may identify a child as having a cognitive disability if the child meets the criteria under 1a or 1b and 2 and 3a or 3b as follows:
The proposed definition of cognitive disabilities is an adapted current definition used by the AAMR.  This change updates the definition from the 1973 AAMR definition to an adapted 1992 (most current) version which is now the accepted definition used in the field of Mental Retardation.

I. MEASURED INTELLIGENCE

Using individually administered intelligence test.

mild -2 to -3 s.d.

moderate -3  to -4 s.d.

severe -4 to -5 s.d.

profound -5 s.d. and below

(NOTE:  A child who tests between -1 and -2 s.d. may be determined to be CD if they: 

a. Exhibit pervasive depressed mental development similar to children below 2 s.d.

b. Have concomitant lags in cognitive, adaptive, and achievement abilities.

c. Have exhibited CD as documented by their developmental and school history.

d. Are expected to have condition indefinitely.
1.   a.  INTELLECTUAL FUNCTIONING

The child has a standard score of 2 or more standard deviations below the mean on at least one individually administered intelligence test developed to assess intellectual functioning.

       b.  The child has a standard score between 1 and 2 standard deviations below the mean on at least one individually administered intelligence test, the child has been documented as having a cognitive disability in the past and the child’s condition is expected to last indefinitely.
The proposed changes drop the artificial separation by intellectual level and consider the child as a whole.  Rather than further labeling the child as having a CD-mild/moderate the proposed language indicates the child has a cognitive disability.  The needs of the child are then discussed as part of program planning rather than IQ.
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II. ADAPTIVE FUNCTIONING

A child is determined to be in the lower 2% of his or her age group on formal/informal criterions, scales, and data in his or her ability to interact with others, manipulate objects and tools, move about in the environment and otherwise meet the demands and expectancies or the general society and the environment.  In addition, the child’s adaptive abilities are in the lower 2% of his or her peer and age group on the reference criterion particular to his or her  specific socio-cultural community.
2. ADAPTIVE BEHAVIOR AREAS

The child has deficits in adaptive behavior as demonstrated by a standard score of 2 or more standard deviations below the mean on standardized or nationally-normed measures, as measured by comprehensive, individual assessments that include interviews of the parents, tests, and observations of the child in adaptive behavior which are relevant to the child’s age, such as:

a. Communication.

b. Self-care.

c. Home living skills.

d. Social skills.

e. Appropriate use of resources in the community.

f. Self-direction.

g. Health and safety.

h. Applying academic skills in life.

i. Leisure.

j. Work.
The proposed language is strengthening the need to assess the individual adaptive behavior areas and assist the IEP team in program planning for the child rather than obtaining 1 over all adaptive behavior score.

III. ACADEMIC FUNCTIONING

*Age:  3-5 years behind on normative language, perception and motor development criterion.

6-9 2 years or more below normal grad achievement expectancies in language, motor, and basic skill subjects.

10-14 3.5 years or more below normal grad achievement expectancies in language, motor, and basic skills.

15-20 5th grade or below achievement in language, motor, and basic subjects.


3. ACADEMIC FUNCTIONING

a.  The child is age 3 to 5 and has a standard score of 2 or more standard deviations below the mean on standardized or nationally-normed measures, as measured by comprehensive, individual assessments, in a least 2 of the following areas: academic readiness, comprehension of language or communication, or motor skills.

b.  The child is age 6 to 21 and has a standard score of 2 or more standard deviations below the mean on standardized or nationally-normed measures, as measured by comprehensive, individual assessments, in general information and at  least 2 of the following areas:  written language, reading, or  mathematics.
The proposed changes in the academic functioning have moved from grade level measurement to standard scores assisting the IEP teams in program planning.
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IV. ETIOLOGY

**   In determining cognitive disabilities the evaluators shall identify those children who are cognitive disabled in conjunction with depressing socio-cultural influences.
NOTE:  Cognitive disabilities typically manifest before age 18.  An etiology should be determined when possible, so that the IEP team can use this information for program planning.


OTHER DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

*
A child with suspected developmental disabilities other than cognitive disabilities shall be referred to an IEP team for determination of other handicapping conditions and EEN.

**
Mental Health Act, Chapter 51, Section 51.00a (5) (a) Wis. St. Developmental disabilities means a disability attributable to brain injury, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, autism, mental retardation, or another neurological condition closely related to mental retardation or requiring treatment similar to that required for mental retardation, which has continued or can be expected to continued indefinitely and contributes a substantial handicap to the afflicted individual.

NOTE:  The term mental retardation rather than cognitive disability is used in the above definition since it is not from the section of the statutes applicable to public school education.
