McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act 

This Act requires all public school districts to provide transportation to the school of origin when requested by the parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth following “best interest” and “feasibility” considerations.  The school of origin is defined as either the school the child attended when permanently housed or the school last enrolled.

Public charter schools have the same responsibility under the McKinney-Vento Act as other schools and school districts.  If a student who attends a charter school becomes homeless, the student has the right to remain in the school of origin as other public school students.

The Act states, "(I) If the homeless child or youth continues to live in the area served by the local education agency in which the school of origin is located, the child's or youth's transportation to and from the school of origin shall be  provided or arranged by the local educational agency in which the school of origin is located." 

“(II) If the homeless child’s or youth’s living arrangements in the area served by the local educational agency of origin terminate and the child or youth, though continuing his or her education in the school of origin, begins living in an area served by another local education agency, the local educational agency of origin and the local education agency in which the homeless child or youth is living shall agree upon a method to apportion the responsibility and costs for providing the child with transportation to and from the school of origin. If the local educational agencies are unable to agree upon such method, the responsibility and costs for transportation shall be shared equally.” 

McKinney-Vento requires providing transportation for a child who becomes homeless while attending a preschool program administered by the district, if the district provides transportation to “housed” preschool students.  

In addition, The July 2004 USDE Non-Regulatory Guidance on McKinney-Vento states (p.22)

"H-7.  Do LEA transportation responsibilities apply to all LEAs in the State or only to those LEAs that receive a McKinney-Vento subgrant? This requirement applies to all LEAs in the state."  

Are 2R charter schools LEAs?  For some purposes, they are.  Under IDEA, the special education law, they are considered an LEA.  The DPI has not received a definition answer as to whether the 2r charters schools in our state are LEAs under McKinney-Vento.  This issue is pending.  Call me at the number below if you have questions.  
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