Photography

Purpose

To evaluate each contestant’s knowledge and skill level in the field of photography, as well as the evaluation of each contestant’s preparation and professionalism in each element of the contest. 

General Regulations

People entering this contest must follow all rules listed below as well as the “General Regulations” of the Wisconsin Skills Championships. The “General Regulations” can be found in a separate file under that name. You will be held accountable for knowing and following all rules and guidelines of the Wisconsin Skills Championships.

Clothing Requirements

SkillsUSA Polo shirt, black dress slacks or black skirt of appropriate length (ladies), or professional business attire. Black sox or natural skin tone nylons (ladies), black dress shoes. 

Eligibility

Open to active SkillsUSA members enrolled in vocational programs with photography as the objective.

Equipment and Materials

1. Supplied by the technical committee:

     
a. Darkroom facility

     
b. Timers

     
c. Contact printing frames

     
d. Variable contrast resin-coated printing paper

     
e. Enlargers

     
f. Tongs and trays

     
g. Dry mounting press and tacking iron

     
h. Mounting board

2. Supplied by the contestant:

a. Computer station including monitor with Adobe Photoshop (laptop is    suggested)               

b. 35mm Single Lens Reflex camera (mandatory) plus any other                   photo graphic equipment desired. (Such as tri-pod, flash meter, etc.) You will need it in the “darkroom” portion of the contest, to show your knowledge.

c. 18” layout rule

d.  Pencil and ballpoint pen

e. Scissors

f.  Spot tone equipment (Choice of spot toners with brushes or spot tone pens is up to the contestant)

g. Two Mounted 8x10’s with verification letters (letter and data sheet is supplied at the end of the guidelines and will need to be filled out completely and attached to the back of your prints, failure to use the provided letter and data sheet will be subject to penalties taken at the time of judging), contact prints, and negatives must be supplied (One freelance photo, and one theme photo Reflection(s) is this years theme-2006))

h. Must bring all negatives and contact prints for the above mentioned prints
NOTE: All materials must be brought to pre-contest briefing. Prints, contact prints, and negatives must be turned in to the contest chair at the pre-contest briefing immediately following the Opening ceremony.

Scope of the contest

1. Contestants will demonstrate their ability to perform tasks from the following list of competencies as determined by the State SkillsUSA-VICA Skills Championships Technical Committee:

a. Safety
    Demonstrate safe work habits applied to self and fellow workers, environment, tools and equipment.

b.  Cameras and Supplies- Demonstrate knowledge and ability to use the                                                following:

     1.  35mm single lens reflex cameras

     2.  Black-and-white film

     3. ASA/ISO rating of film speed

     4. Filters for black-and white photography

c.  Darkroom Procedures- Demonstrate knowledge and ability to perform the following:   

     1. Develop 35mm black-and-white film

     2. Use black-and-white resin coated (RC) enlarging papers

     3. Handle processing chemicals

     4. Proper technique and use of chemicals in development of film and prints

     5. Use of temperature control devices (in this case, thermometers)

     6. Use of exposure analyzer for printing (in this case, test strip method)

     7. Use of exposure manipulation (dodging, burning-in, etc.)

d.  Darkroom Productions- Demonstrate knowledge of and ability to use the following:
     1. Know and demonstrate characteristics and uses of black-and-white film 

     2. Use variable contrast filters for black-and-white printing

     3. Know and demonstrate proper printing and developing techniques

     4. Ability to detect errors in processing and printing (Troubleshooting) 

e.  Print Finishing

     1. Layout and position prints

     2. Mount photos with dry transfer paper

     3. Proper defect spotting techniques (Photo for spotting will be supplied by the technical committee)

     4. Perform presentation techniques (include all exposure data and special techniques used in the making of the print)

f.  Adobe Photoshop
     Perform a simple task(s) using Adobe Photoshop, using one or more of the following (but not limited to): Eraser tools, Cropping tools, Retouching tools, Paintbrush tools, Lasso tools, and Burning or Dodging tools.

g. Lighting (Portrait and commercial)-Demonstrate knowledge and ability to use following:


1. Natural and artificial light sources


2. Single and multiple light sources (flash, incandescent and natural light)


3. Hand-held and built-in light meters


4. Various studio lighting arrangements

2. Freelance and Theme photo portion of contest

a. Contestant will bring two completed 8x10’s, black and white prints mounted or matted on an 11x14 mat board to the pre-contest briefing. (Remember to also bring your negatives and contact sheets for both prints; these must be turned in to the contest chair.)

b. Freelance photo, subject of photograph will be chosen by the contestant

c. Theme photo subject is to be Reflection(s) (Be ready to explain your choice.)

d. All work done to produce the final prints including shooting, developing of both the negatives and photos, and printing and mounting/matting must be the independent work of the contestant. 
e. Machine processed negatives and photos will not be tolerated in this contest. This is a contest to show your knowledge, abilities and skills. All negatives and photos are examined thoroughly and will be subject to disqualification by the contest chairperson.
f. This is NOT a digital contest.  Digital prints and files will not be accepted.  If any contestants submit digital prints, the contestant will be subject to penalties up to disqualification.

VERIFICATION: A letter signed by the contestant, his/her instructor and Principal must be attached to the back of the print and must certify that all work was done by the contestant alone, without assistance from outside sources.
     (Letter is supplied at the end of the guidelines)
g. Exposure and developing data for the photograph must be written on the back of the mounting board. (Data sheet and exposure sheet are supplied at the end of the guidelines) This is to include the following:

     1. Title (optional)

     2. Camera used

     3. Lens

     4. Film used

     5. Shutter speed

       6. F-stop

       7. Filters (Camera filters and Printing filters must be listed)

       8. Enlarger Information

       9. Printing aperture and time

     10. Special techniques 

     11. Any other information you feel is relevant

h. The prints may be displayed during the conference

3.  Professional Assessment 
a. In an interview, the contestant will be asked questions which will involve technical, historical and aesthetic points. (All contestants will be asked the same questions)
4. A written test will be given at the pre-contest briefing. This will assess the   contestant’s general knowledge of photography and photographic principles. 
5. Judges will be present to observe the contest proceedings.
6. All work for this contest becomes the property of Wisconsin SkillsUSA.
Verification letter 2006  -  Skills-USA Photography contest. 

 You will need this information on each of your photos

I ____________________________________ hereby state that all work and preparation leading up to my finished product was all done by my efforts only.  

Each of the following that applies to my finished product was done by my efforts alone:

exposing (shooting)

processing

negatives

contact sheets

prints

matting/or mounting

spotting

toning

hand coloring

____________________________________________/________________

Contestant Signature                                                                    Date
I hereby state that all work pertaining to the contestants photos, was done by their efforts only.

_____________________________________________/________________
Advisor Signature                                                                                  Date
_____________________________________________/_______________
Principal Signature                                                                                Date
Data sheet 2006 Skills-USA Photography contest, you will need this on each of your photos

1. Title (optional):


Camera Information

2. Camera used:

3. Lens:

4. Shutter speed:

5. F-stop:

6. Filters:


Film information

7. Film used:

8. Chemicals used:

9.  Development temperature:

10. Development time:


Darkroom Information

11. Enlarger used:

12. Chemicals used:

13. Paper used:

14. Printing aperture and time:

15. Special techniques: 

16. Filters:

Briefly explain your photograph. (Ex. why you chose your freelance photo? or why your theme photo represents the theme?)

Exposure data sheet, this is to be filled out for all negatives present with your two photos.

	Number
	Description
	Aperture
	Shutter Speed
	Special technique, or filter
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