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Students take a look at what is in the Drmkmg Water

By Sara Tlschauser
Editor

A group of Seymour stu-

dents have been research-
ing to find out just what is
in the drinking water in' the
Seymour area.

Dennis Rohr, Seymour

lngh school sc1ence teach-

group of | students who
chose to be in this group

| because they are interest-

ed in groundwater, to look
at the groundwater in the
Seymour area.

Earlier this school year
Rohr said they received a

.'$1,000 2018 Pella Grant

from the "Wisconsin So-

ciety of Science Teachers

(WSST). Rohr said they
partnered with Clean Wa-

ig| ter Testing out of Appleton

~we’ve learned

naturally occurring in: the
groundwater including ar-

semc,” Rohr said about the ;
~ water samPies they had
tested.

the water in the area and
sharing thelr results with
. the public at 7 p.m. on said

Wednesday, May 2 e

Seymour High Schoc
ditorium. :
“Qur goal of this is to

‘provide residents where

we are right now and what
so far,”
Robhr said. “We are going

to provide what we un- -

derstand so far and share
the maps we have created
on our GIS [geographic
information system], the
correlation graphs we have

Al was surprised by the
very high concentration of
arsenic in relation to the
rest of the United States,”
Warner said. “In this spe-

_ cific area of northeast Wis- -

consin we are among the

,_hfghest [levels of arsenic]

that in the future,” ThlbO*
deau said.

One of the main ques-
tions Justin Bowers, a

sophomore GRT member,
said he had prior to their
research was how laws
have affected arsenic lev-

out ef the water from those. f
wells? That was my main y
' : ,Sald “You don’t realize a -

question.”
Rohr said they have not
answered this last question

yet and will have to look - -

up well logs before they

can begin researchmg this.

“Something that
.,,,as that last year acou-

eers andowe worked on
is same question and

that is how we got to know

mapping software. That
kind of helped us d1p our
feet in the water a little
bit. Now this year we got

lot of Wha s in yﬁur wa-
ter.” i it

Bowers said that the

~ results tell people what -is
going on.4

“We are not trying to
shut people’s wells down,”
Bowers said. “We are try-
ing to tell them if they

* need to take precautions

and think racnonaﬂy %

Rohr said everyone is
invited to their presenta-
tion at 7 p.m. on May 22 at
the Seymour High School
Auditorium. The_ group
will present their findings
and also have time to an-
swer questions from the
public. Rohr said they are
very grateful for those
who have helped with the
project so far.
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and used the grant money
to provide water testing
kits to people in the towns
of Osborn, Cicero, Sey-
mour, Black Creek and
Lessor at a discounted
rate. el o

Tyler Thomas, a soph-
omore in GRT, said they
had 222 data points from
water samples collected.
Rohr said they have been
researching  groundwa-
ter since 2003..In 2007,
Rohr said they received a
$10,000 Toyota TAPES-
TRY grant which allowed
them to build a large data
base. Now, with the data
the group just collected
they will be able to com-
pare the differences in the
groundwater over the Iast
10 years.

These mdmduals Whe,
had their wates tested re-
ceived - their individual

results a hr said the
school d all the
results.

- “We sti

als that are all m’p, entially

When it comes to your to-do lis

- said some of 1

made.”

~ Rohr said they have
looked at the data to see
if there is a correlation be-
tween if one metal goes up
does another metal go up
or down. These findings
are some of what the GRT
students will share at the
presentation.

Thomas said one of the
highlights for him was to
look at the arsenic in the
area. . '

“Not = much' research
has been done on arsenic
in Outagamie County,”
Thomas said.

Rohr agreed that lately
arsenic has not been stud-
ied a lot.

“DNR [Department of
Natural Resources] hasn’t

~ been doing much res"eaxch
o

on arsenic lately,”
said. “They d1d ear

surprised him. ‘

els? :

“l remember my main
question was, did the laws
passed in 2004 concern-
ing well casing minimum
requirements, did  that
help?”” Bowers said. “Di

um. Everyone is welc

put your future first,

~ a grant so we could collect

222 data points and we hit
the ground running.”
Sharing the results ‘with
the community is some-
thing the group believes

; __ can be very beneficial.
that make the arsenic stay

“It’s always good to

! ia r Research Team in Seymour are compllxng the
water samples and will be presenting the informa-
n'May 22 in the Seymour High School Auditori-

, attend. Pictured (left to right): William Warner,
Edward Hackl, Justin Bowers, Ty Witthuhn, El|zabeth Zahn, Tyler Thomas
and Kertsen Thibodeau. - Submitted phOtG ;

" “We really appreciate
the townships who part-
nered with us, the residents
who got their water tested
and shared data with us
and for Clean Water Test-
ing who partnered with us
as well,” Rohr said.
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