
 

 
Hello Science Education Leaders, 
I hope you enjoy your last few weeks with your students and find time to celebrate making it 
through this year together! 

Below are a few science and STEM education learning opportunities and resources that I 
have heard about. If you have announcements to share about science or STEM-related 
professional learning and resources, please send them my way for the next edition. A record 
of these emails can be found on my website: dpi.wi.gov/science/social-media.  

 
Cheers, 
Kevin 
 

   

Learning Opportunities  

• Equity in Science Education - DPI/WSST virtual summer learning group 

• Summer K-5 Science and Social Studies Assessment Webinars - July 21, 
28 

• WARF/WID Summer Science Camp Webinar Series - Weds Jun 23 - Jul 
28 

Resources  

• NIET Science Look-For Tool for Instructional Leaders/Coaches 

• Chemistry grants from ACS - for Central WI Schools, up to $500 

• Lt. Governor Barnes Calls for More Water Education 

Student Opportunities  

• "Aerospace Jam" Drone Competition - from NASA and Milwaukee Bucks  

 

   

Details 

Learning Opportunities  

• Equity in Science Education - DPI/WSST virtual summer learning group  

http://dpi.wi.gov/science/social-media


https://forms.gle/Pdgwvq9SJRhLYNAv5 (registration) - This professional learning series will 
be a deep dive into how to move forward in antiracist science education and not simply "go 
back to normal" in the coming school year. We will have a discussion and action-based 
model that includes topics such as: personal racial consciousness, science’s role in white 
supremacy, teaching strategies for an antiracist classroom, equitable standards-based 
grading, and curriculum review/update. The vision is to pair our discussions and learning with 
tangible plans that you can implement in the coming school year. We expect to have 3-4 
sessions during July and August, with dates and times determined by the group. You will not 
need to attend all sessions to participate, and WSST members is not required. Our primary 
facilitator will be HS teacher and equity expert, Tasha O'Malley, from the Sun Prairie School 
District.  

Also, if you're interested in joining ongoing DPI workgroups that are creating equity-focused 
science resources, send me an email.  

• Summer K-5 Science and Social Studies Assessment Webinars - July 21, 28 

https://forms.gle/TEGpbRLUmDhZBev69 (registration) - Join DPI science and social studies 
consultants Kevin Anderson and Kris McDaniel to learn about quality assessment techniques 
that engage all K-5 students in inquiry. We will be basing our conversations on the equity 
framework designed by Dr. Gholdy Muhammad (“Cultivating Genius”). Dr. Muhammad 
outlines five components of authentic student engagement: Identity, Skill, Intellectual 
Connection, Criticality, and Joy. Her work goes beyond the general curricular focus on 
content and skills, adding in the pieces of the social and political context of the 
students’  communities. These meetings are appropriate for K-5 teams, Directors of 
Instruction, or any educator interested in K-5 science and social studies. Grades 6-8 
educators are welcome to join as well. We will be meeting via Zoom on Wednesday July 21 
from 1-3pm and July 28 from 1-3pm. Although free, registration is required. 

• WARF/WID Summer Science Camp Webinar Series - Weds from Jun 23 - Jul 28 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12hbM6-uala37zrpdPbGf2yVJrKTMI2dn/view - High school 
teachers and students can engage with Madison-based researchers to learn about current 
lab science, what a career in science could look like, and possible science career pathways. 
Please complete the linked interest form on this document asap if you have students who 
would like to attend - could become part of a district-based program. You can select 10-11 
AM and/or 3-4 PM each day.   

Resources  

• NIET Science Look-For Tool for Instructional Leaders/Coaches 

https://www.niet.org/assets/Resources/content-knowledge-look-for-tool-science.pdf - Does 
your principal or instructional coach have a look-for tool that aligns to the WSS/NGSS? This 
new tool from the National Institute for Excellence in Teaching provides a useful structure and 
standards-aligned ideas for feedback.  

• American Chemical Society Grants for Central Wisconsin Schools 

https://communities.acs.org/t5/Central-Wisconsin-Local-Section/Teaching-Enhancement-
Grant/ba-p/86001 - The American Chemical Society (ACS) would like to help you enhance 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1SgVjvne7_O0H6azjOvWD3v8mgEKiNZas3Br0pWTxP79Xmv6KMLuRL3Jt7DhOGLT2cTdhkjW05A-qKxz0qG42l12Jmtt0jQBkdxWct33JzjhkIPJTijhB5orLVD8bl91ZhmRzWQ3BQL-hc5PFdQ_kcrLoPcs2PaqQHloKiHP1MRVm-ERt71b4Kg7y6Bq7lUqBzGA8I-At7-RVdMrC94Q6zJ_tXjDyxd_XuTUnUihF3HeZU-ejFCpyJ8Rs3WtDllWkECm99DnveX_nrSb9Y6xgXECb4_cz5BkwJt5VIJn-mn4fXLBQO5SIA7JfLiQo_QGeZkRPux5pX3fNgqypC3DJQw/https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FPdgwvq9SJRhLYNAv5
https://secure-web.cisco.com/10FOBeCxLyWSossH65PLv_REUmMKHFZQbOOchhBDZANkz15fgowjh6JNalfwJ6TSSpKA4OzDamBOpzbv4jxgqj9UhsXQmNuEP7RWRqRCbIPUqoUo2xBPyGTzcBzFA3zsBecd2WHJDfrEwUnIq1fUf1nCLtYYauf-XAAQ28U0g6K9p61F40w9fdbREQhR4T5T5AwAhJ1LDG8bjiZPDZBqrPvziFPERykfcfpF_luN9zNG65i91XnO4wV0ADU_DboQexNCAQS49vdO3oUCOgJfJZdquL0Y83YcdT34EXl0R_EoBnglfsEBsXgwVv7lG7fobDIV-5QVWxSEabPEfQvp4vQ/https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FTEGpbRLUmDhZBev69
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12hbM6-uala37zrpdPbGf2yVJrKTMI2dn/view
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1TAfQC_d5dDu3QedOXrB8sB5N5hapUXksYRUN6joDCAzLW1tByqDG5P2ypG8Ij2ss3bYm9BqZoXGG7bsz6zGUdJLNmvkstaaDe0A5yzRGCdv62JILWxADtpAIjlutW_ZSsK4IFoT4gZU81RgiwYKg7C_owRJ5s8bb1ulivATjROdH__OZEEq_nWY3mFXfc1I1OXZUhfABMw2j7v3by9ZT2d6ewX0YOIQmPTootAG1GyD5VV9XQVbc2ub0dvVUEBDcolGN_rSnWbJXx70fe1l3UCaV5TsE2A_t9SJ3NmNxqVek9VQ5wJxHtXolNg4QwcRseuIMH6mX5c3Ae7NwqylquQ/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.niet.org%2Fassets%2FResources%2Fcontent-knowledge-look-for-tool-science.pdf
https://communities.acs.org/t5/Central-Wisconsin-Local-Section/Teaching-Enhancement-Grant/ba-p/86001
https://communities.acs.org/t5/Central-Wisconsin-Local-Section/Teaching-Enhancement-Grant/ba-p/86001
http://www.acs.org/


your curriculum through a new grant initiative. The Central Wisconsin Section of the ACS will 
be administering up to $500 in funds to help teachers enhance their chemistry curriculum - 
your school must be in Adams, Chippewa, Clark, Eau Claire, Juneau, Langlade, Lincoln, 
Marathon, Oneida, Portage, Price, Rusk, Taylor or Wood County. Applications are due by 
Monday, July 12 at 5 p.m.  

• Lt. Governor Barnes Calls for More Water Education 

Given issues such as PFAS contamination and deteriorating water inquiry in lakes and rivers, 
Lt. Governor Barnes has recently called for an increased emphasis on water in 
science/STEM education. He highlighted the state's Freshwater Collaborative as an example 
of effective partnerships in this regard. Our statewide partnership around inquiry-based 
learning on water will continue for the next few years, and we encourage you to 
connect!   https://dpi.wi.gov/science/water  

Student Opportunities 

• "Aerospace Jam" Drone Competition - from NASA and Milwaukee Bucks 

 http://wsst.wildapricot.org/resources/AerospaceJam_SaveTheDate.pdf - Aerospace Jam is a 
competition for high school students across Wisconsin to use drones on a NASA-inspired 
simulated moon mission [though they acknowledge this is problematic due to the lack of an 
atmosphere on the moon]. The program is a partnership between the NASA Wisconsin 
Space Grant Consortium and the Milwaukee Bucks. The goal is to recruit students from 
diverse backgrounds and cultivate a welcoming and inclusive event that will foster meaningful 
interactions among teammates and teams. In September teams will receive a drone kit, and 
the competition will be held in Spring 2022 (at the Bucks stadium w/ participants getting 
tickets to the game that night). Registration will begin in the next two weeks.  

 

   

Kevin J. B. Anderson, PhD, NBCT 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 
Science Education Consultant 
dpi.wi.gov/science 
kevin.anderson@dpi.wi.gov 
(608) 266-3319 
@wisDPIscience 

“Science is not a body of facts, [it] is a method for deciding whether what we choose to 
believe has a basis in the laws of nature or not.” – Marcia McNutt 

     

 
 

https://wkow.com/2021/05/15/lt-gov-barnes-urges-investment-into-water-centric-education-cites-pfas
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1K5-Cr6QBVlXFktutxdRUjXSrwrtmdtKF-f8ur3jHiAKIxScHhgIWH8udF6YfNWwVTsmgpoxS25__7luDRwwuVAeBDQ3vIf0duWSUExx_WEoT7EfnaZTsrPUgsuBCQl6AtytCi_JXPpzeUSLjo6lsjHfYxha0IonnBalPyUnEJg5vRllrc29ZzyxOTOWd3C9sKB-euR2V-ufik7N74ImoaUhpSgRs_AHQ7Tak_hMEUmfEzTQkHhf2PgkHKbBL68RlFuuZfIi-fmy6tGbFnFmSmPFcvyhXLzxeToJwPsnU3vJ5oNWeXVMletBn_HxaYcBlrIOQVIKr8-R2nk121enrJw/https%3A%2F%2Ffreshwater.wisconsin.edu
https://dpi.wi.gov/science/water
http://secure-web.cisco.com/1CakrDMGa3tDS4m1LJ6z32WN6tlGvINRNhfUxx5SqOqpM_8QAGreGxFoyJqKCjVJ5AlKOA3R1OEYlrVn9YSDOHRaSQbw-4BOe4QB4ropGqZFn24cbZolTJiEhtS-vDUwk0njVnDs6Nnfhz_e6nD6jE73eLt_mN3H-WSAKgUVdvhZh1WMoh9oXGKBi_5E_CVP-tqb4j2oi-owE-0JaP1oCPsU1u1ygip6qhxbdbyP5COGWN7dSNVQuKUOH-k3NvUZ2tjRDjfVVPZ2O9QIWf5da6kO872LN6nmYb0ck1aKDtMHHv0X_g7szT8nXI_NLDQJWE84sNA2wU4NNafA7-KFv2Q/http%3A%2F%2Fwsst.wildapricot.org%2Fresources%2FAerospaceJam_SaveTheDate.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/science
mailto:kevin.anderson@dpi.wi.gov

