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WISCONSIN STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM UPDATES

Assessment

Reminder:
Test Participation
Statewide assessments are required by state law. Participation of all enrolled students ensures
the validity of test results used for state accountability determinations, public reporting, and
continuous improvement. Please work with building leaders to plan for successful test
administrations by:
e Scheduling time for make-up assessments to ensure completion within the windows.
¢ Planning your testing schedule around local cultural events, holidays, and activities to
allow students to do their best.
e Planning to administer the English Language Arts (ELA) portion of the Forward Exam early
in the test window.
¢ Regularly monitoring test participation within each assessment’s administrative platform
to ensure greater than 95 percent participation for all students and student groups.
¢  Working with your virtual schools to ensure they are testing all students enrolled in tested
grades.

ACT

New:

ACT Test Administration Update

We arein the third and final ACT testing window of spring 2024. Around 85% of all testing has
been completed. DACs should review test participation at each of their schools and assist
schools with make-up testing efforts. Use the Dashboard feature in PearsonAccess"® for a quick
and easy way to view participation at both a school and district level. Any students who did not
take the ACT in Test Window 1 or 2, must be tested by the end of the 3rd window ending Friday,
April 19.

Testing Remaining Students with Online Testing

Schools should switch any students who have not completed testing over to online testing for
make-ups. Review the Switching from Paper to Online Testing document for instructions. Schools
will also need to order an Online Material Return Kit in PearsonAccess". ACT testing will
conclude on Friday, April 19.



https://content.act.org/wisconsin/r/0pkFGId1dJt6Yc3M~aT77w/1j54tHNYaGmw1r1tRtYCmw
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/Switching-to-Online-Testing-State-and-District.pdf
https://content.act.org/wisconsin/r/0pkFGId1dJt6Yc3M~aT77w/G6WbHKMx0fMwA~9xJPx16Q

Online Testing - Post Test Reminders

It is important that at the conclusion of online testing all students who tested are showing their
tests in ‘completed’ status, and that all test sessions have been stopped and locked. Do not mark
absent students’ tests completed. If there are students in test sessions that did not test, you must
remove them from the test session before you can stop and lock the session. Instructions for these
steps are outlined in the ACT Online Testing Administration Manual. Note: On April 19, purge all
testing content from proctor caching computers.

Final ACT Testing Window Dates:
e April 9: Paper standard testing - concluded.

e April 9-12, 15-19: Paper accommodated testing.
e April 9-12, 15-19: Online standard and accommodated testing.
e Student MyACT account registrations must be completed within two days post testing.
e Review the 2024 ACT Schedule of Events for all Test Window 3 tasks and deadlines.
Reminders:
Student Scores

Students’ scores are received 5-8 weeks post testing. Scores will be sent electronically to their
MyACT accounts, and a paper copy will be sent to their home address. Schools will see scores filter
into Success. ACT within one week of students receiving scores in MyACT and receive a hard copy
of the students’ reports to retain as record. Note: ACT tests are scored in batches and not all
student scores may be received at the same time. If a student has not received a score after eight
weeks, please contact ACT directly at 319-337-1590.

Entering Not Tested Codes

Students who did not take the ACT during any of the three testing windows, will need to be
marked as “not tested” in PAnext. Please follow the instructions outlined in the ACT
Administration Supplement - Entering Not Tested Codes to complete this process.

PreACT Secure

New:

PreACT Secure Test Administration Update

There are approximately three weeks left in the PreACT Secure testing window for spring 2024.
Currently almost 30% of all testing has been completed. Please test early in the window to allow
adequate time for make-up sessions. All testing must be completed by April 26.

Checking Test Participation

DACs should review test participation at each of their schools and assist schools with make-up
testing efforts. Use the Dashboard feature in PearsonAccess™* for a quick and easy way to view
participation at both a school and district level.



https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/pdfs/Admin-Manual-ACT-S&D-Online-Secured.pdf
https://content.act.org/wisconsin/r/Schedule_of_Events_for_The_ACT_-_Wisconsin_-_Spring
https://success.act.org/s/
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/pdfs/AdministrationSupplementACT-WI.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/pdfs/AdministrationSupplementACT-WI.pdf
https://content.act.org/wisconsin/r/etSIoEt4X4cO22umn72e9Q/9TK2J5bnTLk8jv5OUcT1FA

Reminder:
Post Testing Reminders
Once testing is complete:
e Complete all test administration forms for each testing room and collect materials (online
and paper testing).
e Enter any test irregularity reports into PearsonAccess~ (paper and online testing). Online
Administration Manual (p. 39).
e Prepare and return all paper accommodated secure materials to ACT (p. 31 of Test
Coordinator Manual).

Note: Do not return any online testing materials to ACT. Retain onsite for one year then securely
destroy.

Forward Exam

New:

Forward Exam Administration Update

The Forward Exam test window opened on March 18. Districts have been doing a great job testing
early in the window. In the first three weeks of testing, over 90% of districts started testing and
almost 40% of all testing was completed. Please test early in the window to allow adequate time
for make-up sessions. All testing must be completed by April 26.

Educator Involvement Opportunity - Standard Setting Application Deadline Approaching
There is still time to apply! DPI is currently in the process of recruiting a diverse group of
educators from all over Wisconsin (including English learner and special education teachers) to
participate in Forward Exam Educator Involvement Opportunities. These events are all important
steps in the development and scoring of the Forward Exam. This is a great opportunity to be a part
of the Forward Exam development and scoring, have detailed input on the exam, and take
knowledge back to your district about the processes.

o Standard Setting - Deadline to apply is April 19.

e New Item Review - Deadline to apply is May 10.

¢ Rangefinding - Deadline passed and selected participants have been notified.

More information about each opportunity, including how to apply, is available on the Forward
Exam Educators Involvement webpage. Please share this information with your educators.

Student Began Testing With/Without Accessibility Feature

If a student starts a content area of the Forward Exam without an accessibility feature they were
supposed to be assigned, or with a feature assigned by mistake, please refer to the Decision Tree
in Appendix E of the Test Administration Manual. An embedded accessibility feature (e.g., Stacked
Translation) cannot be added or removed after the student enters the test and DPI will need to be
contacted for options.

Reminders:

Maximizing COS-SD Performance

In order to avoid testing interruptions, Districts may need to increase the capacity of their Central
Processing Unit (CPU) or the number of Central Office Services (COS) devices to handle the
increased downloads of the Text-to-Speech (TTS) universal support. Please refer to the Technical
Bulletin-Maximizing COS-SD Performance and contact the DRC Help Desk with questions.



https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/PreACT-Secure-Online-Administration-Manual.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/PreACT-Secure-Online-Administration-Manual.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-SandD-PreACT-Secure-Test-Coordinator-Manual.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-SandD-PreACT-Secure-Test-Coordinator-Manual.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/educator-involvement
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/educator-involvement
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/resources#manuals
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/technology#bulletins
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/technology#bulletins
mailto:WIHelpDesk@datarecognitioncorp.com

Forward Exam 10th Grade Social Studies

This is an important reminder to ensure your 10th grade students are able to participate in the
Forward Social Studies Exam. Allow time in your 10th grade testing schedules for the Forward
Exam. All testing must be completed by April 26.

2023-24 End of Testing Survey
DRC and DPI are seeking feedback from districts and schools about the 2024 Forward Exam Test
Administration. For more information refer to the April 3 DAC Digest.

Cross-Website Tracking on iPads
For all iPad devices, the Cross-Website Tracking setting must be manually enabled on each iPad
Testing Device. If cross-website tracking is not enabled on iPads, students will receive an "Error
Retrieving Content" error message when launching the test. Cross-Website Tracking cannot be
enabled with MDM software. To enable Cross-Website Tracking, perform the following steps on
eachiPad:

1. Navigate to Settings.

2. Tap DRCINSIGHT.

3. Toggle Allow Cross-Website Tracking to on.

Google Admin Console Setting

Districts using Chromebooks for testing should ensure that "Allow app to manage power" is
toggled off or disabled in the Google Admin Console settings. If this is not toggled off, the DRC
INSIGHT Secure Application screen could go blank on Chromebooks after a period of time, such as
when students are reading long passages.

VSL Content

If any students in your district require the Video Sign Language (VSL) accommodation, you must
use a Central Office Service Device (COS-SD). The District Technology Coordinator must place a
checkmark in the VSL column in the Central Office Services configuration under the Content
Management tab and then click the "Update Configuration" button to save the change. For more
information refer to the April 3 DAC Digest.

Transfer Students

When a student is transferred into your district during the testing window, the DAC/SAC must
add the student to appropriate test sessions, ensure accessibility features are accurate, then print
test tickets.

Assessment

Reminder:

Non-tested Codes in the Portal

Please ensure that all non-tested students have the appropriate not-tested code entered in the
vendor portal for that assessment. For example, students excused by parent opt-out should be
appropriately coded in the vendor portal. Instructions for entering non-tested codes are available
on each assessment’s webpage and will be shared in a future DAC Digest. Schools/districts should
maintain records of parent opt-out requests.


https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/correspondence
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/correspondence

New Resources

As new resources are posted to our website, we will include them here for your convenience for a
few weeks. This is NOT an exhaustive list but meant to highlight resources with significant
relevance to our upcoming test windows.

Resource Description Assessment
District and School Assessment 2024 After Testing Survey for Forward
Coordinators After Testing Survey DACs and SACs
District and School Technology 2024 After Testing Survey for Forward
Coordinators After Testing Survey DTCs and STCs
Test Administrators/Proctors After Testing| 2024 After Testing Survey for Test
L. Forward
Survey Administrators/ Proctors
Important Dates to Remember
Be sure to refer to each specific assessment calendar for a complete list of key dates.

Date Event Program
April 9 Test Window 3 begins/final paper standard

.. . ACT

administration date
April 10 Return paper standard materials from April 9 testing ACT
April 10 | Joint ACT/PreACT Secure Office Hour - Reporting ACT/PreACT Secure
April 19 Deadline to apply for Standard Setting Forward
April 26 | Forward and PreACT Secure test windows close Forward & PreACT
Secure

April 26 Final day to enter Not Tested Codes ACT
May 3 Final day to enter Not Tested Codes PreACT Secure
May 10 Deadline to apply for New Item Review Forward



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdx0qIj2eAJp4BWqFYskcsjR_VXAzVdu91ANWJWo-aNcoqWyw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdx0qIj2eAJp4BWqFYskcsjR_VXAzVdu91ANWJWo-aNcoqWyw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdeZ6L0IwRFd8sXtTOHcCpnABK3ZwbISRQYayD9-Xw_dtqH4A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdeZ6L0IwRFd8sXtTOHcCpnABK3ZwbISRQYayD9-Xw_dtqH4A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeO3it6ZLWHV03QCrr0s9VBxupuso128VlDN8RTjRGnTkUfSA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeO3it6ZLWHV03QCrr0s9VBxupuso128VlDN8RTjRGnTkUfSA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link
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