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Major changes in WI data collection systems were implemented in 2004-05. 2004-05
enrollment data were included in this transition year collection and are not
‘comprehensive so should be interpreted with caution. [More]
All Students
Groups Arranged Alphabetically Leftto Right
West Salem Elementary
2005-06 Compared to Prior Years

Elem. Schools
Enrollment (PreK-12")

1996-97 654

1997-98 674

1998-99 692

1999-00 739

200001 713

200102 684

200203 714

200304 738

[2004-05 755

200506 734

* Enrollment counts in this column may cover a narrower grade range ifthe “View by:
grade” option is selected or if counts are for a specific school type” (e.g. High
School). [More]
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Enroliment by Economic Status
Groups Arranged Alphabetically Leftto Right
West Salem Elementary
2004-05 Compared to Prior Years

Elem. Schools
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12) Lunch Data
[2000-
29 713 27 783
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2 714 183 817
[2003-
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* Enrollment counts in this column may cover a narrower grade range ifthe “View by:
grade” option is selected or if counts are for a specific school type” (e.g. High
School). [More!
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Updated 10-2-06
The purpose of this guide to help you with the process of looking at data about your public school or school district using the Wisconsin Information Network for Successful Schools (WINSS).  This guide will get you started and lead you through a couple of examples so you can get the hang of how it works.  





The bad news is that there are many “clickable” controls on each graph, which may make them seem confusing at first.  The good news is that this allows each graph to contain a large amount of information.  More good news is that the “look and feel” of the graphs is largely consistent; so once you have used one graph, the next ones become easier.





The first step in the data analysis section is to find the public school or district that you want information about.  Lets start at the beginning.





WINSS Data Analysis Primer








3. 	There are several ways to find your school or district.   Let’s try the clickable map.





	Let’s say we are looking for information on West Salem Elementary School in West Salem School District in CESA 4. 





	Clicking on CESA 4 in the map, we see... 


	


	(turn page)





   





I.  Identify your school or district:





1. 	Go to the WINSS web site at:


	http://dpi.wi.gov/sig 





2.  Click on “Data Analysis,”





			you will see











	While employees of the district or residents of West Salem may be able to identify the school district from the map to the left, the rest of us may have trouble.





	Note that as the pointer passes over each school district, the name of the district appears on the lower right of the map....

















	.... or we can just use the list created below the map.




















4.	If we were looking for district-level data, we would click on the names of one of districts in the list.





   	Because we are looking for data about West Salem Elementary School, we will click on “Show Schools” in the West Salem district.





	A list of the schools in the district will appear	





5. 	The final step is to click on the name of the school we want information about. In this case, West Salem Elementary





	





   





6. 	Next we need to select from one of the four broad categories listed above.  To start with, lets click on the first, “What are student demographics?”





	We get another list of choices in the next window (to the right).





	For this example, let’s look at the first question.  What is the enrollment by student group?


  


	Clicking on this question, a graph appears…











II. Choose the data that you would like about the school or district we selected:











11. 	In this graph there are more controls at the top, but they work the same way.  The black entry in each category, that is not underlined, is currently being shown.  So the grade is “4”, the subject is “All Tested Subjects,” etc.  Clicking on an underlined (blue) choice changes the graph.





	This time, however, some of the controls are “grayed out” if they are not applicable to this graph and/or school.  Grades 8 and 10 are “grayed out” here because this is an elementary school.





	In reading this graph, each of the five bars represents a subject area.   The different colors in each bar represents a percent of students scoring at a particular level.





	Starting at the bottom color in each bar (blue) represents the percentage of students scoring advanced.  So in reading 55% were advanced. 





	The next color up in each bar (green) represents the percent Proficient.  In reading this is 36%.  


	


	Most often, we are looking for the percent Proficient plus advanced which is the sum of the bottom two colors (blue and green) or 91%.   





7. 	The text above the graph labeled “View By;”  and “Compare to:” is very important.  It not only indicates what is being graphed, it also allows you to change the graph.





	In this graph the enrollment of West Salem Elementary school is graphed from 1996 to present.





	Note that the other text in this section is underlined (and blue) indicating that if you click on it, the graph will change to display that choice.  We will look at this in #8.


  


	The scale at the left of the graph indicates the number of students enrolled.    The graph could be cut and pasted into a news story, performance report, or a PowerPoint presentation.





	The data from which the graph was created is given in table form below the graph.





8.	Zooming in on the text above the graph.  In the “View by;” category, click on Economic Status.





	





The graph below shows the percent of students that were economically disadvantaged over the last several years.





To the left and below the graph you will find a variety of links to related information.  There are also links that allow the data to be downloaded in various formats and a link to AYP status.	





9.	To move on and look at different data about the same school or district, click on the “data analysis” icon in the upper right corner of the screen.  This will take you back to the main data analysis menu while keeping the same school or district selected.





10.	Click on the first icon, “How are students performing academically?”


























	A menu of student achievement data is displayed (next page).





	


	











	Bulleted links in blue are active.  Black bulleted data sources may be available locally or are planned for the future.





	For this example let’s look at the first question.  How did students perform on state tests at grades 3- 8  and 10.


  


	Clicking on this question...





12. 	In the text controls at the top of the graph, click on “Mathematics” and Graph A (below) will appear. 





	Then click on “Economic Status” for Graph B (below).





	Finally, click on “Prior Years” for Graph C. (Next Page)





	One can begin to make conclusions about the achievement gap.  





Graph A





Graph B





	 


	Trends can become apparent when graphed over time. (see graph at right)











13.	One can also compare a school to other schools.  Click on “Selected Schools.” 























	





Graph C





On this scatterplot each dot represents a school that tested in 4th grade reading.





The large (red) dot represents West Salem Elementary School.  The scale along the left side represents the percent of students scoring advanced or proficient on the 4h grade reading test. You may remember that West Salem had 91%  





In this particular graph the scale along the bottom represents the percent of students that are economically disadvantaged.  Looking down from our schools dot, it appears to be a little less than 20%.





Schools in the upper right of the graph are “beating the odds” in the sense that are scoring high with high percentages of economically disadvantaged students.  Those schools can be identified from the list of all schools data at the bottom of the graph.





	





Notice the large number of text controls at the top of the graph allowing for the display of a wide variety of data.





At this point you should be ready to begin to explore data about your school on WINSS.  


	





Note that the text above the table shows that we are looking at:





  Grade: 4th


  Subject: Reading


 


  Level: Advance + Proficient


	


  View by:  All Students





  Compare to: Selected Schools


	





	in this case…








	Coulee Athletic Conf.














	While any schools can be selected; comparisons with schools from the county, athletic conference, or CESA are pre-programmed. 





	For this example let’s look at the comparison with all of the other schools in the Coulee Athletic conference.





	When more than 4 schools are compared a table is shown, rather than a graph…

















	





We can view how each school does with ELL Students by clicking “English Proficiency.











	 To the right is a graph showing 4 schools test scores broken out by economic status.  Notice that one of the schools (Third Street Elementary School in Black River Falls) has done exceptionally well with economically disadvantaged students.  It might be advantageous to contact them regarding their methods. 





	For the same purpose, the “Similar Schools” option under the “Compare To:” choice is designed to find the top similar schools in the state on a particular assessment. 








14.	There is one other type of graph that appears quite often in WINSS, called a Scatterplot.   To look at one of these, click on “Scatterplot” in the left hand column.























	








Another table (or graph if less than 4 comparison schools) appears.





If an enrollment is 5 or less an asterisk appears instead of data to avoid personally identifying any student…. 





Sometimes other data are also not shown so that the hidden individual student data cannot be calculated by subtraction.



































