From: Bell, Palmer H. DPI [mailto:Palmer.Bell@dpi.wi.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2010 1:59 PM
To: DACs
Subject: WIDA ACCESS for ELLs(r) Data Validation Update

Dear District Assessment Coordinators:
 
MetriTech (our ACCESS for ELLs® test contractor) in conjunction with DPI, has created an online WIDA ACCESS for ELLs® Data Validation option for districts to review and/or update demographic information for your tested student population. MetriTech has set-up a secure web page and will forward directions to district assessment coordinators for accessing and updating the records on Tuesday, March 30. The deadline for updating the student records is noon on Friday, April 9, 2010.

Please review the field descriptions listed below for additional information: 

Name and WSN Fields - 

Please make sure that the student's names and WSN exactly match the student's name and WSN from the Wisconsin Student Number Locator System (WSLS). These data are used to match student results over time in order to reliably calculate AMAOs. For additional information see: http://dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/datawsls.html#name and http://dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/datawsn.html
Race/Ethnicity - 

MetriTech has designed the data validation system to accommodate the several states in the WIDA consortium that have adopted the new federal government published guidance regarding racial and ethnic data collection and reporting. In fall 2009, Wisconsin school districts submitted data in same five racial/ethnic groups that we have historically required. The five category Wisconsin racial data are displayed in the new matrix in the MetriTech data validation system. For example - a Hispanic student will have an ethnicity of "Hispanic/Latino", and all race categories will (most likely) be blank, and an American Indian student will have an ethnicity of "Not Hispanic" and a race of "American Indian/Alaskan Native." Wisconsin will implement the new racial/ethnic category data collection in the fall of 2010. For additional information see: http://dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/dataracgdr.html
Title III Status -

Indicates whether a student who is an English Language Learner (i.e., English Language Proficiency code 1-5) is served in English language instruction educational programs designed for English Language Learners and if the program is funded by Title III. For additional information see: http://dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/dataellserved.html
Native Language - 

Native Language is the language or dialect first learned by an individual or first used by the Parent/Guardian with a child. This term is often referred to as primary language. For additional information see: http://dpi.wi.gov/ell/doc/langcodes.doc or http://dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/datanativelang.html
Accommodations - Bilingual/ESL Program Type - Delivery Model

These are the "School Use Only" fields that were bubbled (by most districts) on the student test booklets. Please verify these data, and make any necessary corrections.

If you have any questions about this process please contact the technical staff at MetriTech (800.747.4868 or wida@metritech.com), Renae Fjeld Accardo at DPI (608.267.5153) or Phil Cranley at DPI (608.266.9798).

