SCHOOL YEAR 2011-12 USDA UPDATE
USDA Terminology Change
USDA commodity foods have improved dramatically over the past few decades, but public perception about them have not kept pace.  In attempt to increase public awareness and perception regarding the positive changes regarding USDA commodity foods, USDA has established the “Healthy Choices.American Grown” campaign.  As a part of this campaign, USDA has made the decision to discontinue use of the word “Commodities,” and replace it with the words “USDA Foods.”
USDA has requested that all states transition to the “USDA Foods” terminology, as well.  Therefore, on information mailed out and posted, DPI will be transitioning away from the use of the term “Commodities” and implementing the use of the term “USDA Foods.”

In addition, USDA has established a number of resources to provide accurate, timely information about USDA Foods and to dispel myths about the healthy products they provide to their nutrition assistance programs.  This information is available on USDA’s website at: http://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd/commodityfoodfacts.htm.
USDA Product Code Changes

Effective for school year 2011-12, USDA is changing the product coding format for all USDA foods.  The product code assignments are changing from alphanumeric commodity code assignments (A061) to all numeric material identification assignments (100307).  The product specifications for the USDA foods have not changed, just the product code assignments.
The Wisconsin USDA Food Ordering System has been updated to reflect the new material identification numbers.

The “Entitlement Value of USDA and Wisconsin-Processed USDA Foods School Year 2011-12” information sheet lists both the old commodity code number, as well as the new material identification number.  A copy of this information sheet is available on the DPI website at: http://dpi.wi.gov/fns/financial.html.

