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The Commodity Task Force

The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act (HHFKA) was signed into law on December 13, 2010.  Part of HHFKA requires USDA to revise school nutrition standards to be consistent with the U.S. Dietary Guidelines.  In preparation for these new school meal nutrition standards, the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, School Nutrition Programs’ Commodity Task Force (CTF) has been reviewing the nutritional standards for Wisconsin commodities.  The CTF understands and recognizes the importance of providing nutritionally balanced and tasteful food items in school nutrition programs.  Therefore, the CTF is establishing nutrition standards for individual products made available through the Wisconsin commodity program.

As a part of HHFKA, USDA has now released their proposed nutrition standards and is in the review phase prior to release of their final nutrition standards.  Therefore, the CTF evaluated both the USDA proposed nutrition standards and the newly released 2010 U.S. Dietary Guidelines when establishing these CTF nutrition standards.  These nutrition standards will both help SFAs to meet the new USDA standards and show our communities, parents and students that we take nutrition very seriously.

Since the USDA nutrition standards are not yet finalized and as the food industry works on developing healthier products, the CTF decided to initially establish more modest nutrition standards with the intent of phasing in more restrictive guidelines over several years.  Effective for school year (SY) 2012-13, the CTF has established nutrition standards for total fat, saturated fat and sodium.  The nutrition standards are per serving and based on 2 oz. meat/meat alternate.  As a starting point for the CTF nutrition standards, the CTF used 75% of the USDA/U.S. Dietary Guideline recommendations.  This means that the individual commodity product is allowed to comprise up to 75% of the requirements, and the remaining 25% can come from the other sources in the meal.  This allows the school food authority (SFA) enough room to plan the rest of the meal and still meet the meal pattern requirements.

Effective for SY 2012-13, The CTF nutrition standards will be followed for all state-processed products and USDA “brown-box” commodities made available to Wisconsin SFAs.  In addition, the CTF is expecting all SFAs participating in direct diversion processing to follow the CTF nutrition standards for all commodity products received through direct diversion processing, as well.

Given the nature of cheese and its make-up, the CTF decided to ease the requirement of cheese and cheese products.  Therefore, separate nutrition standards were established for cheese and cheese products.  

Based on the CTF nutrition standards, two commodity products do not meet these established standards and will be eliminated for SY 2012-13:

1. A727, frozen diced ham

2. C452, Smuckers, 4 oz. PB & J sandwiches

(However, the C453, 2 oz. PB & J sandwich will continue to be offered.)
The task force has included two fact sheets for your review:

1. The CTF 2012-13 Nutrition Standards
2. The SY 2011-12 Processed Product Fat and Sodium Content fact sheet
Over the next several years, the CTF will continue to review commodity products available and revise the CTF nutrition standards, as necessary.
As always, please contact a member of the CTF with any and all feedback, as your input is important to us.  The SY 2011-12 CTF membership list will be posted at www.dpi.wi.gov/fns/taskforce.html this fall.
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