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The School Breakfast Program (SBP) provides an opportunity for all students to have access to a healthy breakfast. Research shows that children who eat breakfast benefit nutritionally and academically. Teachers and other school staff have reported improved attentiveness, decreased absenteeism, and fewer behavioral problems from students who eat breakfast.  As Americans explore the negative impact that childhood obesity has on health, it is important to note that children and adolescents who eat breakfast tend to weigh less, consume a greater assortment of essential nutrients throughout the day and tend to be healthier overall. 

Wisconsin has made great strides in increasing the number of schools offering and students participating in the SBP.  However, Wisconsin still places second to last of all 50 states regarding the number of schools offering breakfast programs. Less than one-fourth of our students participating in the school lunch program participate in the SBP.  Though schools with breakfast programs are serving higher numbers of meals each day, there are many students throughout the state attending schools that do not participate in the SBP.  If Wisconsin is going to have “Every Child a Graduate” we must provide access to and encourage students to consume a nutritious breakfast.
Together, the Department of Public Instruction (DPI), the University of Wisconsin-Cooperative Extension, the Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board and the Hunger Task Force are issuing the Wisconsin School Breakfast Challenge.

2010 School Breakfast Challenge: Information and Guidelines 
The goals of this two year challenge are to encourage schools to implement a SBP if they currently do not offer one and to increase school breakfast participation by 50 percent in existing school breakfast buildings.  
School Breakfast Programs
· New Program: State averages indicate that approximately 25 percent of students participating in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) also participate in the SBP. For schools that did not have a SBP in 2009-2010 school year, a baseline benchmark of 25 percent will be used.  Therefore, schools that did not have a SBP in the 2009-2010 school year are challenged to begin a breakfast program and increase 50 percent over the 25 percent baseline. 
· Existing Program: Schools that have an existing SBP are also encouraged to participate in the Challenge. These schools will be measured based on increases in Average Daily Participation (ADP) of 50 percent or greater. 
Challenge Winners
School breakfast ADP will be analyzed at the midpoint and end of the two year challenge. At the end of the 2010-2011 school year, the ADP for the 2009-2010 school year will be compared to that of the 2010-2011 school year. The six schools with the largest increase in breakfast participation will receive a grant award of $1,000 for their success and to continue their efforts toward winning the challenge.  

At the end of the 2011-2012 school year, the ADP for the 2010-2011 school year will be compared to that of the 2011-2012 school year.  The six schools with the largest increase in breakfast participation will be named the winners of the challenge.  Winning schools will receive a minimum grant award of $3,000 and a banner to display at their school. Schools may also be asked to participate in public recognition activities.
To ensure schools of all sizes have an opportunity to win the challenge, the selection of schools will be tiered based on enrollment so that not all large or small schools are selected.  Two winners will be selected from each of the following:
· Enrollment of 400 or less

· Enrollment of 401 to 1,000

· Enrollment of 1,001 or more

How to Apply
Schools interested in entering the 2010 School Breakfast Challenge must complete and submit  an application. Applications are posted on the DPI website at http://dpi.wi.gov/fns/brkchlng.html. At the end of each school year, applicants will be asked to submit their SBP marketing plan, success story, and documentation to ensure meal pattern and participation requirements are being met. Documentation can include, but is not limited to, menus, production records, meal component worksheets, Child Nutrition (CN) Labels, and participation reports. 
Breakfast Delivery Models and Promotional Strategies

To assist schools in meeting the challenge, the DPI website offers ideas on various breakfast delivery models, effective marketing and promotional strategies, tips for determining and meeting your financial breakfast potential, and various resources and links to other helpful websites. For more information, please visit our website at: www.dpi.wi.gov/fns/brkchlng.html.  

Participation in the 2010 School Breakfast Challenge represents your commitment to the future success of all Wisconsin children by providing a nutritious meal to help succeed in school.  Good luck and thank you for your investment in the 2010 School Breakfast Challenge!

For more information about the challenge, please contact Sarah Combs at 608-266-7112 or sarah.combs@dpi.wi.gov or Kelly Williams at 608-267-9276 or kelly.williams@dpi.wi.gov 
PO Box 7841, Madison, WI  53707-7841  (  125 South Webster Street, Madison, WI  53703

(608) 266-3390  (  (800) 441-4563 toll free  (  (608) 267-1052 fax  (  (608) 267-2427 tdd  (  dpi.wi.gov
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