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INSTRUCTION




	Tony Evers, PhD, State Superintendent



Date:
July 11, 2011
To: 
Authorized Representatives of School Food Authorities (SFAs) and Food Service Directors Participating in Child Nutrition Programs. 

From:
June Paul, Director


School Nutrition Team

Subject:
Change in Direct Certification Frequency for 2011-2012 school year
Please forward this important information to all persons with responsibilities related to certifying children as eligible to participate in the Child Nutrition Programs at your agency.
The interim rule, Direct Certification and Certification of Homeless, Migrant, and Runaway Children for Free School Meals, was published on April 25, 2011.  One of the provisions in the rule concerns the frequency with which School Food Authorities (SFAs) must run the direct certification process to assess student eligibility for free meals without a paper application.  Previously, the direct certification process was required at a minimum of once per school year.  
Effective July 1, 2011, the updated provision mandates that direct certification matching activities be done at least three times per school year.  Although direct certification may be completed more than three times per school year, matching activities must occur at minimum:

· At or around the beginning of the school year,
· Three months after the initial effort, and
· Six months after the initial effort.
The intent of this updated requirement is to facilitate the identification of students who may be eligible for free meals at various times throughout the school year, thereby promoting access to meal benefits for those in need.  For more information regarding direct certification, please refer to our website at http://dpi.wi.gov/fns/fincou1.html#direct-cert.   When students have been identified through direct certification, the household must be notified in writing by using the Direct Certification Eligibility Notification Letter (or a similar letter containing all the same information) posted at this website.  The notification letter allows parents/guardians to identify other students living in the household that are also eligible for free meal benefits, or to turn down benefits, if desired.

If you have questions about these regulatory changes, please contact the School Nutrition Team at 608-267-9228, or rek.kwawer@dpi.wi.gov. 
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