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July 30, 1998

FY 98 School Programs Policy Memorandum #6 

Donation of Leftover Food from School Cafeterias

State Directors

Child Nutrition Programs

As you know, we frequently receive inquiries from schools and the general public concerning the donation of leftover foods prepared under the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs.  Schools and School Food Authorities may donate leftover foods to appropriate nonprofit institutions such as soup kitchens or homeless shelters, as described below.  This policy is in keeping with Secretary Glickman’s active promotion of local gleaning and donation programs to feed the poor and homeless.

Schools are expected to plan and prepare sufficient amounts of food to provide one lunch and one breakfast per child per day.  However, we recognize that as a result of fluctuations in participation due to absenteeism and other factors, schools may be left with excess food.  In these cases, our policy has always been to encourage schools to maximize the use of any excess foods for children in school food service, if wholesomeness and acceptability can be maintained and this practice is not prohibited by State or local laws and regulations.  When excess foods cannot be practicably used for children in the school’s food service, donation of excess food to charitable organizations for the purpose of feeding needy persons is both allowed and encouraged.

The cost of such donated food is an allowable operating cost for the School Food Service Account.  Documentation should be maintained of the quantity and costs of  the foods that were donated, as well as the names of the eligible receiving organizations.  However, donated food costs are not allowed if a school does not plan and prepare with the goal of serving one lunch and one breakfast per child per day.  

signed by Rich Rotunno for

THERESA E. BOWMAN

Regional Director

Special Nutrition Programs
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