	[image: image1.png]EEEEEEEEEEEE

INSTRUCTION




	Tony Evers, PhD, State Superintendent







DATE:

November 2011
TO:

Authorized Representatives and Food Service Managers

FROM:

Dino Ante, Contracts Specialist

SUBJECT:
Department of Defense (DoD) Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program
USDA and the Defense Supply Center Philadelphia’s (DSCP) Subsistence Produce Business Office of DoD have partnered together to increase the availability of fresh fruits and vegetables.  DSCP allows for the distribution of a wide variety of fresh produce directly to schools.  For the 2011-12 School Year Additional Order/Survey , schools will have the option to participate or commit additional entitlement in this program using USDA Foods entitlement dollars. 

Every School Food Authority (SFA) electing to participate or commit additional entitlement in the 2011-12 DoD Program must enter an entitlement commitment on their additional order/survey that is due by November 11, 2011.  A minimum allocation of $200 entitlement commitment must be entered on the additional order/survey.  
Participation in the DoD Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program was part of the original SY 2011-12 annual order/survey process.  Depending on the remaining SY 2011-12 yearly entitlement dollars for your SFA, the amount listed in the “Maximum Ent. Commitment” column on the additional order survey may be in-accurate.  Therefore, regardless of the entitlement dollar amount listed under the “Maximum Ent. Commitment” column, the system will not allow SFAs to exceed the total yearly remaining entitlement available for SY 2011-12.

 PLEASE NOTE: The commitment of entitlement dollars to this program is a school-year commitment.  Any unused entitlement dollars will be lost at the end of the school-year.  Since USDA does not roll-over unused entitlement into the next school-year, DPI will assess each SFA’s DoD entitlement commitment balance annually, in March.  For SFAs that have significant balances, little activity and/or non-activity, DPI will re-allocate unused entitlement commitment dollars to other agencies.
The cost of produce ordered through this program includes a surcharge to cover administration and delivery cost.  The delivery cost varies for each order depending on distance traveled and volume.  If your agency is ordering a minimal amount of cases (less than 5) per order, the surcharge may make the purchase cost prohibitive.  

Currently, the long term contract vendor is AJ Wholesale in Sheboygan, WI and orders are placed through the DoD web-based Fresh Fruits and Vegetable Order Receipts System (FFAVORS).  If your agency is not currently participating in the DoD program, or if your agency will be participating in the program for the first time, your school will need to contact DoD for assignment of a User ID and password in order to access the FFAVORS ordering system.

For further details of the program, please visit the Wisconsin DoD Fresh Produce website: http://dpi.wi.gov/fns/dodfresh.html 
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