2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR UPDATES -
FREE & REDUCED PRICE MEAL ELIGIBILITY PROCESS


USDA Policy Memorandum - SP 31-2011 (April 27, 2011) 

Frequency of Direct Certification Matching Activities Beginning in School Year 2011-2012

This policy concerns the frequency with which School Food Authorities (SFAs) must run the Direct Certification process, and is effective July 1, 2011.  SFAs are required to run Direct Certification a minimum of three times per school year
●   At or around the beginning of the school year 

●   Three months after the initial effort 

●   Six months after the initial effort 

Direct Certification may be completed more than three times a year; however the matching system in Wisconsin is only updated once a week. Students directly certified must be notified in writing using the Direct Certification Eligibility Notification Letter. Names that do not show up on future direct certification letters still will remain eligible for the rest of the school year plus the 30 day carry-over period. If one child in a household has been identified as eligible based on Direct Certification or a case number on an application for any member of the household, then all other children in the household are also considered categorically eligible and receive free meals. 

USDA Policy Memorandum - SP 17-2011 (March 16, 2011) 

Categorical Eligibility of Foster Children
This policy concerns the categorical eligibility of foster children. Public Law 111-296 provides categorical or automatic eligibility for free meals to foster children. A foster child is any child whose care and placement is the responsibility of the State (or county) child welfare agency or who is formally placed by a court with a caretaker household. Foster children are categorically eligible for free meals without further application. Certification without application may be made if the SFA obtains documentation from an appropriate state of local agency that indicates the status of the child as a foster child. Please see Determining Eligibility for Meal/Milk Benefits: Foster Care, Kinship Care and Adoption Assistance Fact Sheet located on the website at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/fns/fincou1.html#apps. Scroll to Eligibility Benefits for Students in Foster Care, Kinship Care, and Chips. 

Households can still complete a paper application for the Foster Child if agency documentation is not available. Households may also include both foster children and non-foster children on the same Free and Reduced Price Meal Application. Previously, foster children were placed on a separate application and considered a household of one. Free meal benefits are not automatically extended to all other children in the household with a categorically eligible foster child. However, placing both foster children and non-foster children on the same household meal application may help the non-foster children qualify for free or reduced price meal benefits based on household size and income. 

In processing the application, the foster child is certified for free meals, and the certification for the remainder of the household is based on the household’s income (including personal income earned by the foster child) or other categorical eligibility information reported on the application. As before, foster payments received by the family from the placing agency are not considered income and do not need to be reported. 
USDA Policy Memorandum - SP 19-2011 (February 15, 2011) 

Privacy Protection and the Use of Social Security Numbers in Child Nutrition Programs

The policy removes the requirement that the adult household member who signs the Free and Reduced Price Meal Application must also provide his or her complete Social Security Number (SSN), as a condition of eligibility. Now, only the last four digits of the SSN must be provided on the application. If the adult does not have a SSN, then he or she should write the word “none” in place of the SSN. It is also no longer required to collect the SSNs of all members of the household for applications selected for verification. These new requirements are in place to increase privacy protection. 

August 2011

This information supersedes current policy found in the USDA Eligibility Manual for School Meals, January 2008 edition. Please place this document in your Eligibility Manual until USDA issues manual updates. A new edition of the manual is expected this school year and will be placed on the website. 











