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	State of Wisconsin

Department of Public Instruction

Elizabeth Burmaster, State Superintendent





DATE:
March 18, 2005
TO:
District Administrators

FROM:
Elizabeth Burmaster, State Superintendent

SUBJECT:
Recent Changes to Wisconsin’s Accountability Plan Under No Child Left Behind (NCLB)

Recently, I requested and received approval from the U. S. Department of Education for three amendments to our state’s accountability plan under NCLB.  As you know, schools and districts must make adequate yearly progress (AYP) in the objective areas of test participation, reading, mathematics, and graduation or attendance.  The following amendments will be applied to school and district accountability reports based on 2004-05 test data.
1. Students Not Tested
Schools and districts are required to test at least 95 percent of all students enrolled at the time of testing.  Schools and districts are then held accountable for the percentage of students enrolled for a full academic year (FAY) scoring proficient or advanced in the areas of reading and mathematics. In the past, students enrolled for FAY who did not take the test were counted in the denominator for calculating AYP. Beginning with 2004-05, students enrolled for FAY but not tested will not be included in the denominator for determining proficiency for AYP purposes only.
2. Confidence Interval

Beginning with 2004-05, we will apply a 99 percent confidence interval to AYP decisions regarding reading and mathematics proficiency rates. A confidence interval gives schools and districts the benefit of the doubt when their reading or math proficiency rates fall within a specified distance below the Annual Measurable Objective targets. In other words, by using the confidence interval, depending on the group size and proficiency rate, there is a 99 percent probability that the AYP decision will identify only groups that have actually missed the targets.
In addition, a 75 percent confidence interval will be applied to Safe Harbor decisions if a school district has made positive gains in reducing the percentage of students scoring basic or minimal.
Whereas applying a confidence interval certainly makes our AYP formula more complicated, I can assure you this will help minimize the misidentification of schools or districts for improvement when the group is small and/or the AYP calculation is near the target. 

3. Grade Spans for District Accountability

Beginning with 2004-05 test data, district accountability will be divided into grade spans:  elementary (grade 4), middle (grade 8), and high school (grade 10). Beginning in 2005-06, the grade spans will include all tested grades:  elementary (grades 3-5), middle (grades 6-8), and high school (grade 10). Districts will be identified for improvement when they miss AYP in the same objective area (test participation, reading, mathematics, and attendance/graduation) at all three grade spans for two consecutive years. For the other academic indicator of attendance/graduation, attendance will be used for grade spans of K-5 and 6-8, and graduation will be used at the high school level. If the district makes AYP in at least one of the grade spans, they will be considered to have made AYP in that objective area.
A more detailed explanation of these changes to Wisconsin’s accountability plan will be available on our web site in the very near future. Go to http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/oea/annrvw05.html or the No Child Left Behind page at http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/dpi/esea/index.html, select “Information by Topic,” “Accountability/Adequate Yearly Progress,” “Annual Review of School or District Performance.”

I will continue to work with the U. S. Department of Education to seek out additional areas of flexibility allowed under the law that will be beneficial for Wisconsin schools and districts. In addition, I will work with our congressional delegation to begin the process to advance changes that need to be made in the law to make it work for Wisconsin.
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