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1. On June 2, 2010, State Superintendent Tony Evers adopted the Common Core State Standards as the Wisconsin Standards for English language arts and mathematics. Are districts required to adopt these Common Core State Standards?
Each Wisconsin school district is required to adopt standards in reading and writing, geography and history, mathematics, and science, but the choice is up to the district as to which standards are adopted. In 1998, most districts adopted the Wisconsin Model Academic Standards. 
The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) recommends that districts review their policy on standards in the areas listed above. DPI encourages districts to take formal action to adopt new standards to signal that local curriculum, instruction, and assessment also need to change to reflect new standards.
2. Why should districts adopt the Common Core State Standards?

Wisconsin standards identify what students should know and be able to do in 23 content areas. These standards create a focus for success as students transition into postsecondary education and careers. State standards provide clear expectations for student learning in grades PK-12, ensuring equity and consistency for all students.  The rationale for adopting the Common Core State Standards includes:

· State Assessment: The Wisconsin state assessment system – currently the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examination (WKCE) and the Wisconsin Alternative Assessment for Students with Disabilities (WAA-SwD) – is based upon the standards adopted by the State Superintendent

· Equity: Districts adopt standards to provide all students equal access to high quality education
· Mobility: Standards facilitate connected learning as students move to a new school, a new district, or a new state
· Professional Development Focus: The Common Core State Standards for English language arts and mathematics form the basis for the Department’s support of curriculum and instruction across the state. In general, professional organizations, CESAs, and postsecondary institutions base their professional development efforts on the Wisconsin standards
3. Are the Common Core State Standards assessed on the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Exam (WKCE) and the Wisconsin Alternative Assessment for Students with Disabilities (WAA-SwD)?

The Wisconsin student assessment system is aligned with the 1998 Wisconsin Model Academic Standards. DPI is in transition to a new assessment system that will reflect the Common Core State Standards. 
4. When will Wisconsin have in place a new state assessment system based on the Common Core State Standards?

DPI is developing a new assessment system aligned to the Common Core State Standards, as part of the federally-funded multi-state SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium (http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/sbac.html and as part of a multi-state General Supervision Enhancement Grant (GSEG) Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment System Consortium. Wisconsin will continue to administer the WKCE and the Wisconsin Alternative Assessment for Students with Disabilities (WAA-SwD) annually for the interim to meet federal accountability requirements, until the SMARTER Balanced Assessment system is available. The projected timeline for moving from the current exam to a new state assessment is as follows:
· 2010-2015: Development of SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium’s formative assessment resources plus benchmark and summative items
· 2010-2014: Development (through GSEG consortium) of new Extended Standards for students with significant cognitive disabilities currently taking the WAA-SwD; item development and new standard setting, derived from the Common Core State Standards
· 2013-2014: Piloting and field testing of the summative assessment

· 2014-2015: New summative assessment system is fully operational, given across Wisconsin and the consortium of states, replacing the WKCE and the WAA-SwD
5. Will student performance be less successful on the WKCE if the local district moves to the Common Core State Standards now?

Districts are urged to begin study of the new Common Core State Standards in English language arts and mathematics to identify necessary changes in local curriculum, instruction and assessment. While the content in the Common Core State Standards may be similar to the content in Wisconsin Model Academic Standards, the Common Core State Standards provide a more explicit description of the depth of understanding to achieve at each grade level and make some changes in the sequencing. Educators are beginning to carefully examine and teach to the new standards. This is a critical factor in making an impact on student achievement and should not negatively affect students’ performance on the WKCE and the WAA-SwD in the interim period until the SMARTER Balanced Assessment and GSEG alternative assessment are operational in 2014-15.
6. What does the section of the English language arts standards labeled “Literacy Standards for History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Standards” mean?

While the section titled “Literacy Standards for History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Standards” is part of the English language arts standards, literacy is the responsibility of all teachers in all subject areas. All teachers teach students how to apply the literacy skills needed to comprehend the content and demonstrate their understanding of the respective subject. This message is reinforced by the creation of these explicit standards for grades 6-12, while for grades K-5 comparable standards are integrated into the K-5 reading standards. This section provides a framework for a focused, system-wide approach to literacy so that students face the same coordinated expectations around reading and writing in social studies, science, and technical subject areas.

7. What does the Common Core State Standards Initiative mean for students who are English language learners? 
The inclusion of all types of learners was a priority in developing these standards. Educators may require additional supports and resources to help all students meet these expectations. How these standards are taught is important in reaching all students. English language learners may require additional time, instructional support, and aligned assessments. 
For English language arts, the rigorous grade-level expectations in the areas of language, reading, writing, speaking and listening describe an explicit pathway to develop language proficiency, literacy, and critical thinking through language arts. English language learners build on their first language and literacy knowledge and skills as they acquire their second language, through literacy-rich environments that immerse students in a variety of language experiences.

In the area of mathematics, the emphasis is on thinking, reasoning, and communicating mathematically. Teachers enhance the success of English language learners in mathematics by incorporating regular and active participation in the classroom: discussing, explaining, writing, representing, and presenting; not just teaching vocabulary, but building higher order thinking skills as students grapple with new mathematics concepts and demonstrate understanding. 
8. What does the Common Core State Standards Initiative mean for students with disabilities? 
In the development of these standards, the inclusion of all types of learners was a priority. Chosen language was intended to be open and accessible to different learners. Educators may require additional supports and resources to help all students meet these expectations. How these standards are taught is important in reaching all students. For students with disabilities to meet high standards, their instruction must incorporate supports and accommodations such as instructional supports for learning based on the principles of Universal Design for Learning, instructional accommodations and/or assistive technology devices and services to ensure access to the general curriculum and the standards. In addition, student with significant cognitive disabilities will work toward the new Extended Standards that are derived from the Common Core State Standards.
9. What is the background of the Common Core State Standards Initiative? 
The Common Core State Standards Initiative is a voluntary effort through the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) and the National Governors Association (NGA) Center for Best Practices to develop a common core of standards that are aligned with college and work expectations, include rigorous content and skills, and are internationally benchmarked. The Common Core State Standards Initiative encompasses Common Core State Standards for English language arts, including reading, and mathematics. The intent is to align state assessment, local assessment, curriculum, and classroom practice to these standards. 
10. Why did Wisconsin join this national initiative? 
Wisconsin is committed to ensuring that every child graduates from high school prepared for work, post-secondary education, and success in the global economy and society. No longer can states afford fifty, individual development processes for standards outlining what students should know and be able to do. While education remains a state responsibility, it is a national priority to ensure our economic security. Further, the children we serve are far more mobile, thus calling for a national consistency. Finally, our students need to be prepared for both careers and post-secondary education; consequently, standards that are benchmarked to the highest levels both nationally and internationally serve as a foundation for that preparation. 
11. Who participated in the development of the Common Core State Standards? 
The Common Core State Standards were developed by teams of educators and administrators. Three of the organizations participating in the development of the Common Core State Standards include: Achieve, ACT, and the College Board. Some of the organizations that participated in review of the standards included the National Education Association, American Federation of Teachers, International Reading Association, National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, and the National Council of Teachers of English. 
12. What does it mean to adopt the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics? 
Adoption means that Wisconsin has taken formal action to make the Common Core State Standards the policy document on which curriculum, instruction, and assessment in the state is based. In Wisconsin, the State Superintendent has the authority to adopt standards. When the Common Core State Standards were finalized on June 2, State Superintendent Tony Evers adopted these standards. 
13. Will Wisconsin have additional English language arts and mathematics standards beyond those that are in the Common Core State Standards? 
No. Wisconsin has adopted only the Common Core State Standards. The Common Core State Standards provide an important focus for student learning, allowing valid district to district and state to state comparisons and a common yardstick for assessments. Rather than adding additional standards, Wisconsin’s development of resources for curriculum and units of instruction will help shape the implementation of the standards. 

14. What is the purpose of the various appendices of the Common Core State Standards?

The appendices are resources.  School districts might use the appendices to guide the development of local curriculum and assessment or to inform the design of program sequences. However, districts are not required to do so as these are local decisions.

15. How will the Common Core State Standards connect to curriculum, instruction, and assessment? 
The Common Core State Standards are posted on the Department of Public Instruction’s website. Consistent with our commitment to provide local districts with leadership and technical assistance around curriculum, instruction, and assessment, the Department of Public Instruction will work with all stakeholders to shape the state’s common vision for implementing these new standards. The Department will lead implementation of the Common Core State Standards across the state with and through collaborating partners including CESAs, professional organizations, postsecondary institutions, and local school districts. Specific implementation activities include:

· analyzing what is different between the 1998 Wisconsin Model Academic Standards and the 2010 Common Core State Standards

· collecting and posting successful implementation strategies from collaborating partners and schools

· reviewing and sharing resources for implementing the Common Core State Standards

· providing materials for conducting professional development around deeper understanding of what it takes to implement the Common Core State Standards

State assessment also will be aligned to the Common Core State Standards. Local districts will want to begin to move toward implementing the Common Core State Standards for English language arts and mathematics, to improve student achievement and prepare students to transition from the current WKCE to the new statewide assessment.

16. Will the academic standards in other subject areas be revised? If so, what is the schedule for revision? 
Given that most of the academic standards were developed in the late 1990’s along with the many curricular changes that have emerged, it is time for revision. Wisconsin’s participation in the Common Core State Standards Initiative is the first step. Work is underway at the national level to expand the Common Core State Standards to include science and social studies. The Department has just published the Wisconsin Standards for Physical Education. The Department finalized a schedule for review and potential revision of the other content areas with academic standards. That timeline and updates will continue to be available at http://dpi.wi.gov/standards.  
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