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Beyond Academics

ACT Holistic 
Framework
The Research and 
Philosophy behind 
Mosaic by ACT



ACT’s Focus on Learning
Helping people achieve education and workplace success.

Offering helpful solutions to empower 
educators, so that your students and 
community can thrive.

• Social Emotional Learning

• Adaptive Academic Learning

• Learning & Professional Services Learning

Measurement

Navigation



SEL That Gets Results
Reinforce Resilience with Mosaic™ by ACT

• Blended Delivery & Focused on 
Application

• Full K-12 Suite, including ELL 
Focused Content

• Evidence Based & CASEL** 
Aligned

• Partner-focused for Customized 
Solutions

**Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning



Comprehensive K-12 Curriculum and Professional Development

Elementary Suite
Turbo Elementary

Super ELL Elementary

Powerful Educator
Trauma Informed Instruction

Empowering ELLs Leaders Kit

Professional DevelopmentHigh School Suite
Turbo Leadership

College and Career Readiness
Critical Thinking & Study Skills

Super ELL (Gr 7-12)
Super Student (Gr 8-12)

Middle School Suite
Turbo Leader 1
Turbo Leader 2
Turbo Leader 3

Super ELL (Gr 7-12)
Super Student (Gr 8-12)



SEL That Gets Results
CASEL Alignment

*CASEL (Outer Circle)

Mosaic by ACT SEL (Inner Circle)

DPI Competency
• Emotional 

Development
• Self-concept

DPI Competency
• Emotional 

Development
• Self-concept

DPI Competency
• Social Competence

DPI Competency
• Emotional 

Development
• Self-concept
• Social Competence

DPI Competency
• Social Competence



Assessment



Social Emotional Learning:
Assessment

 Grades 3-5, 6-8, 9-12
 Spanish Available in Fall 2021

 Five Constructs + School 
Climate

 Alignment to Mosaic SEL 
Curriculum

 3 Methods/ Item types

 Online, easy administration

 Rapid Reports for schools, 
teachers, students

 SEL Screener planned for 
release in September 2021



What does Mosaic by ACT SEL measure?
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ACT Mosaic SEL Solution: 
Triangulation Using Multiple Methods

1 Self-Report Likert

3 Situational 
Judgment Test

2 Forced Choice



Typical SEL Measurement:
Self-Report Likert-Type

 Efficient

 Valid 

 Reliable
*However, these items are also subject to biases



Situational Judgement Tests



Forced Choice



ACT Mosaic SEL Solution: 
Triangulation Using Multiple Methods

01 Self-Report 
Likert

03Situational 
Judgment Test 02 Forced Choice

04 Unified Score

Unified 
Score



Reporting



School
Report



Student
Report



Roster Report Example

• Sortable and downloadable views of individual student results



Validity Evidence for 

SEL Assessment



Correlations Between Mosaic by ACT SEL
Skills and School Climate

Relationships Safety

Sustaining 
Effort

.50* .38*

Getting Along 
with Others

.50* .38*

Maintaining 
Composure

.54* .43*

Keeping an 
Open Mind

.48* .34*

Social 
Connection

.49* .29*

Middle School

Relationships Safety

Sustaining 
Effort

.41* .29*

Getting Along 
with Others

.44* .33*

Maintaining 
Composure

.41* .32*

Keeping an 
Open Mind

.39* .24*

Social 
Connection

.42* .19*

High School

* All correlations statistically significant
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Associations Between Sustaining Effort and GPA: 
A Closer Look (Middle School)

Percentage of 
students with A or 
A+ GPA by quartile

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

Below average Slightly below
average

Slightly above
average

Above average



Associations Between Mosaic by ACT SEL Skills and 
Disciplinary Infractions

High School

Students with at least 1 disciplinary infraction had…

• Lower Sustaining Effort
• Lower Getting Along w Others
• Lower Maintaining Composure
• Worse Relationships with adults 

at school

Middle School
• Lower Sustaining Effort
• Lower Getting Along w Others
• Lower Maintaining Composure
• Higher Social Connection
• Worse relationships with adults 

at school
• Lower feelings of School Safety

…as compared to students with 0 disciplinary infractions



Associations Between Mosaic by ACT SEL Skills and 
Absenteeism (High School)
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Subgroup Differences for
Mosaic by ACT SEL Skills

Very few to no significant 
differences for:

Significant differences 
consistent with literature for 
gender differences:

• Socio-economic status (free 
and reduced lunch vs. other)

• Race/Ethnicity

• Females tend to score higher 
on most skills



Summary

Mosaic by ACT’s blended SEL Curriculum, Assessment, and Professional 
Development includes comprehensive resources to support districts in 
meeting the SEL needs of their students and educators. 

These resources have a strong research basis, so districts can trust that 
the Mosaic by ACT SEL solution will reliably and validly assess students 
and effectively teach them.



Contact Information
Jeremy Burrus

jeremy.burrus@act.org

Mike Capobianco

mike.capobianco@act.org

QUESTIONS



WI DPI Disclaimer

The information and views shared during 

this presentation reflect those of the 

presenter(s) and do not necessarily reflect 

the requirements or the views of the 

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. 




